
(Published in Part - III Section 4 of the Gazette of India, Extraordinary) 

TARIFF AUTHORITY FOR MAJOR PORTS 
 
  
G No. 243        New Delhi,      19 August 2014 
 
 

NOTIFICATION 
 
 
  In exercise of the powers conferred under Sections 48, 49 and 50 of 

the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963 (38 of 1963), the Tariff Authority for Major Ports 

hereby notifies the revised Scale of Rates disposing of the proposal of the  

V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust for general revision of its Scale of Rates as in the 

Order appended hereto.   

 
 

(T.S. Balasubramanian) 
             Member (Finance) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Tariff Authority for Major Ports 
Case No. TAMP/47/2012-VOCPT 

 
 

V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust        - - -                            Applicant 
 

QUORUM 

 
(i). Shri. T.S. Balasubramanian, Member (Finance) 
(ii). Shri. Chandra Bhan Singh, Member (Economic) 
 

 
O R D E R 

(Passed on this 4
th
 day of August 2014) 

    
   This case relates to the proposal received from the V.O. Chidambaranar Port 
Trust (VOCPT) for general revision of its Scale of Rates (SOR). 
 
2.1.  The VOCPT has vide its letter dated 28 February 2013 and 18 March 2013 filed a 
proposal for general revision of its Scale of Rates.  The said proposal was taken on consultation 
with the concerned users/ user organisations at the VOCPT. The comments furnished by the 
users/ user organisations were forwarded to the VOCPT as feedback information.  The VOCPT 
has responded to the comments of the users/ user organizations.  The VOCPT vide its letter dated 
28 August 2013 has revisited the rates proposed by it on CHD levy and has filed a revised 
proposal for revision of rates for CHD.  The copy of said letter was circulated to the concerned 
users/ user organisations at the VOCPT for their comments. The comments furnished by the 
users/ user organisations on the revised CHD proposal were forwarded to the VOCPT as feedback 
information.  The VOCPT has furnished its reply on the additional comments made by the users/ 
user associations on the revised proposal dated 28 August 2013 on CHLD levy.  
 
2.2.  The proposal of the VOCPT was internally scrutinized in the office.  The additional 
information/ clarifications were sought from the VOCPT.  The VOCPT has responded to the 
additional information/ clarifications sought vide its letter dated 28 October 2013.  The VOCPT has 
also revised the 2012-13 estimates with actuals and has modified the estimates for the subsequent 
years 2013-14 to 2015-16.  Consequently, the percentage increase proposed in its earlier proposal 
stands modified.  Subsequently, VOCPT has furnished additional information on few more points 
through series of its letters.  A joint hearing in this case was held on 13 September 2013 at the 
VOCPT premises.  At the joint hearing, the VOCPT and the concerned users/ organisation bodies 
have made their submissions. 
 
3.  With reference to the totality of information collected during the processing of the 
case, this Authority has passed a speaking Order disposing of the proposal filed by the VOCPT for 
general revision of its Scale of Rates. 
  
4.  The Order passed by this Authority is in the process of notification in the Gazette 
of India which is likely to take some more time for notification.  This Authority desires that the 
revised Scale of Rates may come into force without waiting for notification of the Order.  Therefore, 
this Authority notifies the revised Scale of Rates of the VOCPT immediately which is attached as 
Annex.  The revised Scale of Rates will come into force after expiry of 30 days from the date of 
notification but not before 1 October 2014.  The Order passed by this Authority will be notified 
separately and communicated to the VOCPT and the relevant users/ user organisations and BOT 
operators in due course of time.  

 
 
 

(T.S. Balasubramanian) 
                     Member (Finance) 



   

 
 

ANNEX 
 

V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust 
Scale of Rates 

 
CHAPTER – I 

 
1.1.   Definitions - General 
 
In this Scale of Rates, unless the context otherwise requires, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
(i). “Coastal vessel” shall mean any vessel exclusively employed in trading between any 

port or place in India to any other port or place in India having a valid coastal licence 
issued by the competent authority. 

 
(ii). “Cold move” shall mean the movement of the vessel without the power of the engine of 

the vessel. 
 
(iii). “Day” shall mean the period starting from 6 a.m. of a day and ending at 6 a.m. on the 

following day. 
 
(iv). “Foreign-going vessel” shall mean any vessel other than coastal vessel. 
 
(v). “Week” shall mean a continuous period of 7 days. 
 
(vi). “Hirer” shall mean all users of the port using any of the appliances of the port. 
 
(vii). “Month” shall mean the period from 1

st
 to end of the calendar month. 

 
(viii). “Port” means both Zone A and Zone B of the Port of Tuticorin.  Zone ‘A’ of the Port shall 

comprise of all the area other than area in Zone ‘B’.  Zone ‘B’ shall comprise the area 
falling within the limits notified in G.S.R. No.306 (E) in Part II - Section 3 (i) of Gazette of 
India (Extraordinary), dated 31

st
 March 1979. 

 
(ix). “Sailing vessels” shall mean vessels propelled solely by wind power and includes 

vessels fitted with mechanical means of propulsion. 
 
(x). “Sea going Steam vessels” shall mean sea-going vessels other than sailing vessels. 
 
(xi).  “Shift” shall mean shift of 8 hours as applicable to port employees. 
 
(xii).  “Shut out cargo” means, cargo meant for shipment as per the Shipping Documents not 

taken by Master of a vessel for want of space or draft restriction in part or in full or due to 
cancellation of the nominated vessel and taken back without being exported.  Damaged 
cargoes and cargo rejected by Surveyors of Shippers, shall not be treated as “Shut out 
Cargo”.       

 
(xiii). “Trip” shall mean, movements from one point to another in one direction only.  In Zone 

‘B’, service from shore to anchorage shall be treated as one trip, and from anchorage to 
shore shall be treated as another trip. Ship to ship service shall also be treated as one trip.  
In other words, service to and fro i.e. from one point to another and back shall be counted 
as two trips. 

 
 
1.2. General Terms & Conditions  
 
(i). The status of the vessel, as borne out by its certification by the Customs or the Director 

General of Shipping, shall be the deciding factor for classifying a vessel into ‘coastal’ or 
‘foreign-going’ category for the purpose of levying vessel related charges; and, the nature 
of cargo or its origin will not be of any relevance for this purpose. 



   

 
 

 
(ii).       (a).  A foreign going vessel of Indian Flag having a General Trading Licence can 

convert to Coastal run on the basis of a Customs Conversion Order. 
 

(b).      A foreign going vessel of Foreign Flag can convert to coastal run on the basis of a 
Coastal Voyage Licence issued by the Director General of Shipping.  

 
(c). In cases of such conversion, coastal rates shall be chargeable by the load port 

from the time the vessel starts loading coastal goods. 
 
(d). In cases of such conversion, coastal rates shall be chargeable only till the vessel   

completes coastal cargo discharging operations; immediately thereafter, foreign-
going rates shall be chargeable by the discharge ports. 

 
(e).  For dedicated Indian coastal vessels having a Coastal Licence from the Director 

General of Shipping, no other document will be required to be entitled to Coastal 
rates. 

 
(iii). (a). Vessel related charges shall be levied on shipowners / steamer agents. Wherever 

rates have been denominated in US dollar terms the charges shall be recovered in 
Indian Rupees after conversion of US currency to its equivalent Indian Rupees at 
the Market Buying Rate notified by the Reserve Bank of India, State Bank of India 
or its Associates or any other Public Sector Banks as may be specified from time 
to time.  The date of entry of the vessel into the port limit shall be reckoned with as 
the day for such conversion.     

 
(b). Container related charges denominated in US dollar terms shall be collected in 

equivalent Indian Rupees based on the Market Buying Rate prevalent on the date 
of entry of the vessel in case of import containers; and on the date of arrival of the 
containers into the port in case of export containers. 

 
(iv). A regular review of exchange rate shall be made once in thirty days from date of arrival of 

the vessels in cases of vessels staying in the port for more than thirty days.  In such 
cases, the basis of billing shall change prospectively with reference to the appropriate 
exchange rate prevailing at the time of review. 

 
(v).     (a). For the purpose of calculating the dues, the unit by weight shall be 1 tonne or 

1,000 kilograms, the unit by volume measurement shall be 1 cubic metre and the 
unit by capacity measurement for liquids in bulk shall be 1,000 litres. 

 
(b). In calculating the gross weight or measurement by volume or capacity of any 

individual item, fractions below 0.5 shall be taken as 0.5 unit and fractions of 0.5 
and above shall be treated as one unit, except where otherwise specified. 

 
(vi). Interest on delayed payments / refunds: 
 

(a). The user shall pay penal interest on delayed payments under this Scale of Rates.  
Likewise, the VOCPT shall pay penal interest on delayed refunds. 

 
(b). The rate of penal interest will be 16.75%. 
 
(c). The delay in refunds by the Port will be counted only 20 days from the date of 

completion of services or on production of all the documents required from the 
users, whichever is later. 

 
(d). The delay in payments by the users will be counted only 10 days after the date of 

raising the bills by the VOCPT.  This provision shall, however, not apply to the 
cases where payment is to be made before availing the services / use of Port 
Trust’s properties as stipulated in the Major Port Trust Act 1963 and / or where 
payment of charges in advance is prescribed as a condition in this Scale of Rates. 



   

 
 

 
(vii). Aggregate of all payable bills (including demurrage) payable on cargo handling charges 

on one consignment shall be subject to a minimum of `50/-.  
  
(viii). All charges worked out shall be rounded off to the next higher rupee on the grand total of 

each bill. 
 
(ix). No refund shall be made unless the amount refundable is `50/- or more.  Similarly, short 

collection upto `50/- will not be demanded by the Port. 
 
(x). Every requisition for availing the services of craft/equipment/tools & plant shall be 

accompanied by the hire charges in advance. 
 
(xi). The hire of floating craft, equipment and tool and plant to the public is not guaranteed 

normally by the port.  The craft/equipment/tool and plant shall be hired out only if 
available. The VOCPT shall not be responsible to the hirer or any person for any loss or 
damage or injury to life or property arising directly or in-directly from the use of 
craft/equipment/tool and plant of any sort or any damage which may occur as a result of 
non-supply or delay in supply or by the use of the craft/equipment/tool and plant of the 
port or due to failure of the craft/equipment/tool and plants at any stage during the period 
of hire. The hirer shall keep the crafts/equipments in good order and condition and shall 
be liable for any damage caused to the crafts/equipment/tools and plants during the 
subsistence of hire and shall make good all damages, whether by accident, by fire or 
otherwise. The hirer shall indemnify the port and against all loss or damage or injury to life 
arising directly or indirectly from the use of the craft/equipment/tool and plants during the 
period of hire to any property belonging to the Board including the crafts/equipment/tools 
and plants under hire or to any other person or property or break down or any demurrage 
incurred on cargo. The liability of the hirer shall not be affected by the fact that such loss 
or damage or injury to life may have arisen due to any act or default of any employee of 
the port. The hirer shall also indemnify the port for all liabilities under the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act. 

 
(xii). The cost of repairing the damage sustained by the craft/equipment/tools and plants or 

appliances or parts thereof that might be broken, missing or specially damaged or lost 
during the period of hire shall be that actually incurred for the purpose by the VOCPT 
including the usual indirect charges, centage charges. The cost of replacements, if 
necessary of a part or in full of the craft/equipment/tools and plants will be either the book 
value or the current market value whichever is higher. 

 
(xiii). In case of damages to crafts, equipment, tools and plants, the hirer shall deposit 

anticipated amount for all such charges for damages as assessed by the VOCPT 
immediately on receipt of the demand, pending determination of the actual charges and in 
case of total loss the hirer shall deposit the book value or market value of the crafts or 
appliances or properties of the VOCPT whichever is higher. If the damage cost is not paid 
within the time stipulated, the same will be adjusted from any dues payable to the 
Agencies concerned.   

 
(xiv). (a). The vessel related charges for all coastal vessels should not exceed 60% of the 

corresponding charges for other vessels. 
 

(b). The cargo / container related charges for all coastal cargo / containers, other than 
thermal coal, POL including crude oil, iron ore and iron ore pellets, should not 
exceed 60% of the normal cargo / container related charges. 

 
(c). In case of cargo related charges, the concessional rates should be levied on all 

the relevant handling charges for ship-shore transfer and transfer from / to quay 
to/ from storage yard including wharfage. 

 



   

 
 

(d). In case of container related charges, the concession will be applicable on all the 
relevant charges for ship-shore transfer, and transfer from / to quay to / from 
storage yard as well as wharfage on cargo and containers.  

 
(e). Cargo/ container from a foreign port which reaches an Indian Port ‘A’ for 

subsequent transhipment to Indian Port ‘B’ will be levied the concession charges 
relevant for its coastal voyage.  In other words, cargo/ containers from/to Indian 
Ports carried by vessels permitted to undertake coastal voyage will qualify for the 
concession. 

 
(f). The charges for coastal cargo/ containers/ vessels shall be denominated and 

collected in Indian Rupee. 
 

(xv). (a). The rates prescribed in the Scale of Rates are ceiling levels; likewise, rebates 
and discounts are floor levels.  The Port Trust may, if it so desires, charge lower 
rates and/or allow higher rebates and discounts. 

 
(b). The port may also, if they so desire rationalise the prescribed conditionalities 

governing the application of rates prescribed in the Scale of Rates if such 
rationalisation gives relief to the users in rate per unit and the unit rates prescribed 
in the Scale of Rates do not exceed the ceiling level.  

 
(c). The ports should, however, notify the public such lower rates and/or rationalisation 

of the conditionalities governing the application of such rates and continue to 
notify the public any further changes in such lower rates and/or in the 
conditionalities governing the application of such rates provided the new rates 
fixed shall not exceed the rates notified by the TAMP. 

 
(xvi). The users shall not be required to pay charges for delays beyond a reasonable level 

attributable to the VOCPT. 

 
 

CHAPTER – II 

VESSEL RELATED CHARGES 
 

2.1. SCHEDULE OF PORT DUES: 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars 

Rate per GRT 
Frequency of payment in respect 

of the same vessel 

Coastal 
vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign - 
going vessel 

(in US$) 

Coastal 
vessel 

 

Foreign - going 
vessel 

 

1. Ships/steamers 5.25 0.2014 Port dues 
payable once 
in 30 days. 

The due is 
payable on each 
entry into the 
port  

2. Sailing vessel 2.63 0.1007 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). Port Dues shall be collected based on the GRT of the vessel. Deck Cargo shall be 

exempted from assessment of Port Dues. 
 
(2). For oil tankers with segregated ballast, the reduced gross tonnage that is indicated in the 

“Remarks” column of its International Tonnage Certificate will be taken to be its gross 
tonnage for the purpose of levying Port Dues. 

 
(3). No Port Dues shall be levied in respect of the following:  
 
 (i). Vessels belonging to other Indian Ports; or 



   

 
 

 
 (ii). any pleasure yachts; or 
 

(iii). any vessel which having left this port is compelled to re-enter it by stress of 
weather or in consequence of having sustained any damage. 

 
(4). A vessel entering the port but not discharging or taking in any cargo or passengers 

therein (with the exception of such unshipment/reshipment as may be necessary for 
purposes of repair) shall be charged with only 50% of the Port Dues with which she would 
otherwise be chargeable.  

 
(5). A vessel entering the port in ballast and not carrying passengers shall be charged with 

only 75% of the Port Dues with which she would otherwise be chargeable. 
 
(6). A LASH vessel making a ‘second call’ to pick up empty and / or laden fleeting LASH 

barges shall be treated as vessel entering a Port, but not discharging or taking any cargo 
or passenger therein, and shall not be charged any Port Dues. 

 
(7). The non-commercial vessels, fishing vessels and craft shall be exempted from the 

payment of Port Dues. 
 
(8). A coastal vessel, which after paying 50% of the Port Dues as per provisions prescribed at 

4 above, re-enters the port within the period of exemption with cargo or passengers or in 
ballast shall be charged the difference viz., 50% of the Port Dues previously conceded. 

 
(9). A coastal vessel, which, after paying 75% of Port Dues as per provisions prescribed at 5 

above, re-enters the port within the period of exemption with cargo or passengers or in 
ballast shall be charged the difference, viz., 25% of the Port Dues previously conceded. 

 
 
2.2.1.  SCHEDULE OF PILOTAGE FEES 
 
The rate specified below is for Zone A  
 

Sl. 
No. 

Size of vessel 

Rate per GRT 

Coastal vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign-going vessel 
(in US $) 

1. Upto 10,000 GRT. 7.11 0.2728 

2. 10,001 - 15,000 GRT. 7.36 0.2822 

3. 15,001 - 20,000 GRT.  7.62 0.2924 

4.  20,001 – 25,000 GRT. 7.89 0.3027 

5.  25,001 – 30,000 GRT. 8.16 0.3129 

6. Above 30,001  8.43 0.3232 

The Pilotage fee prescribed above is subject to a minimum charge of `13,737.00 per ship in 

case of coastal vessel and US$ 526.80 per ship in case of foreign-going vessel. 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). Pilotage fee shall include services of the Port’s pilot (s) for pilotage of vessels; and, 

provision of required number of tug/tugs, launch/s of adequate capacity for inward and 
outward movement and shifting of vessel for port convenience.  

 
(2). Pilotage Fees shall be collected based on the GRT of the vessel. Deck Cargo shall be 

exempted from assessment of Pilotage Fees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 

 
2.2.2.  MISCELLANEOUS PILOTAGE FEES 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Rates 

Coastal vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign-going vessel 
(in US $) 

1. Fishing Trawlers (Minimum charges 
per trawler) 

2375.05 91.0813 

2. Mooring a vessel outside the 
harbour when it does not enter or 
leave it. 

25% of the rate 
prescribed in 
schedule 2.2.1 
subject to a minimum 
of  

`5427.60 

25% of the rate 
prescribed in schedule 
2.2.1 subject to a 
minimum of  

US$ 208.145 

3. Shifting and re-mooring or for 
turning a vessel around in her berth 
for special services viz., bunkering, 
supply of fresh water, repair, etc., 

20% of the rate 
prescribed in 
schedule 2.2.1 
subject to a minimum 
of  

`4042.35 

20% of the rate 
prescribed in schedule 
2.2.1 subject to a 
minimum of  

US$ 155.021 

4. Pilots whose services have been 
requisitioned but not utilised after 
the pilot has boarded a vessel. 

25% of normal 
Pilotage charges 
subject to a minimum 
of `3,434 minimum of  

`3,434 

25% of normal Pilotage 
charges subject to a 
minimum of  

US $131.70  

5. Detention Charges beyond 30 
minutes after the pilot boards the 
vessel and is kept waiting on board 
the vessel. 
 
 (i).  For first hour or part of an hour 
 
(ii). For every subsequent hour or 

part thereof 

 
 
 
 
 

1442.55 
 

492.25 

 
 
 
 
 

55.3214 
 

18.8775 

6. Compensation fees for on carriage 
of Pilot. 

169.85 6.5132 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). The charges prescribed at serial number (4) in the schedule shall be levied not only in 

cases of cancellation of requisitions for inward and outward pilotage of vessels; but, also 
for the cancellation of requisitions for shifting of berth of vessel and remooring or for 
turning a vessel around in her berth or for remooring a vessel in the same berth due to 
position of heavy lifts or for any other reasons. 

 
(2). The charges prescribed at serial number (4) shall, however, not be levied in the following 

cases:  
 

(i).  Cancellations received at least one hour before the Pilot’s appointed boarding 
time of the vessel.  

 
(ii).  Cancellation caused for reasons attributable to the port. 
 

(3). In the event of a vessel carrying a pilot outside the port limits for unavoidable reasons the 
master shall be bound to leave the pilot at the next nearest port and the master, owner or 
his representative shall be responsible for the repatriation and all connected formalities 
thereof and shall also be liable to pay all expenses incurred in the matter of boarding, 
lodging, other reasonable expenses and the repatriation of the pilot thus over carried. In 
addition, compensation at the rates prescribed at serial number (6) in the schedule shall 
be payable by the master of the vessel till the pilot reports back to duty at the port. 



   

 
 

 
2.2.3.  Shifting Charges 
 
(I)   Shifting between berths in South Break Water / North Break Water 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Size of vessel 

Rate per GRT 

Coastal vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign-going vessel 
(in US $) 

1. Upto 10,000 GRT. 1.98 0.0758 

2. 10,001 - 15,000 GRT. 2.05 0.0784 

3. 15,001 - 20,000 GRT.  2.12 0.0812 

4.  20,001 - 25,000 GRT. 2.19 0.0841 

5.  25,001 - 30,000 GRT. 2.27 0.0869 

6. Above 30,001  2.34 0.0898 

 
(II) Shifting between berths from South Break Water to North Break Water or Vice 

versa. 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Size of vessel 

Rate per GRT 

Coastal vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign-going vessel 
(in US $) 

1. Upto 10,000 GRT. 3.95 0.1516 

2. 10,001 - 15,000 GRT. 4.09 0.1568 

3. 15,001 - 20,000 GRT.  4.24 0.1625 

4.  20,001 - 25,000 GRT. 4.38 0.1682 

5.  25,001 - 30,000 GRT. 4.53 0.1739 

6. Above 30,001  4.68 0.1796 

 
General notes relating to Schedule 2.2.1., 2.2.2. and 2.2.3. 
 
(1). (i). For piloting a vessel on cold move, 100% of the applicable pilotage fee will be 

levied if both inward and outward movements are cold move in addition to the 
normal pilotage fee. In case only one movement is cold, then 50% of the 
applicable pilotage fee will be levied in addition to the normal pilotage fee. 

 
(ii). For shifting a vessel on cold move, 100% of the applicable shifting charge shall be 

leviable in addition to the normal shifting charge. 
 
(2). Shifting a vessel from any berth to outer anchorage shall mean completion of pilotage act; 

on re-entry by the vessel under the same port entry, pilotage fees afresh shall be payable 
as prescribed under the Schedule. 

 
(3). No charges shall be levied for shifting of a vessel for port convenience. 
 
 (i). "Port convenience" is defined to mean the following: 
 

(a). If a working cargo vessel at berth or any vessel at mooring is shifted/ in 
berthed for undertaking dredging work/ hydrographic survey work or for 
allotting a berth for the dredger or for attending to repairs to berths, 
maintenance and such other similar works whereby shifting is 
necessitated, such shifting shall be considered as "SHIFTING FOR 
PORT CONVENIENCE". The shifting made to reposition such shifted 
vessel shall also be considered as "SHIFTING FOR PORT 
CONVENIENCE ". 

 
(b).  If a working cargo vessel is shifted from berth to accommodate on 

ousting priority vessels which are exempted from bearing shifting 
charges, such shifting shall be treated PORT CONVENIENCE. 

 



   

 
 

(c).   Whenever a vessel is shifted to accommodate another vessel which can 
not be berthed at other berths due to draft and LOA restrictions such 
shifting shall be considered as "SHIFTING FOR PORT CONVENIENCE". 

 
(d).  Whenever a vessel is shifted to accommodate another vessel having 

priority at the adjacent berth and unless that vessel shifts, another vessel 
can not be berthed at the adjacent-berth due to length restrictions, such 
shifting shall also be considered as "SHIFTING FOR PORT 
CONVENIENCE". 

 
(e).  Whenever a vessel is shifted from berths to accommodate another vessel 

carrying hazardous cargo which needs adjacent-berth to be kept vacant 
for safety reasons such shifting shall also be considered as " SHIFTING 
FOR PORT CONVENIENCE ". 

 
 (f).   Shifting a vessel from deeper draft berth to lower draft berth in VOC 

wharf to accommodate the first waiting vessel requiring deeper draft berth 
provided no other vessel requiring lower draft berth waits, in the queue 
shall also be considered as “SHIFTING FOR PORT CONVENIENCE”. 

 
(ii).  Whenever a vessel is shifted from berth to accommodate another vessel on 

ousting priority, the vessel shifted is exempted from the payment of shifting 
charges since the same is paid by the vessel enjoying the ousting priority or the 
shifting is treated as for PORT CONVENIENCE when the priority vessel is 
exempted from payment of such charges. This benefit will, however, not be 
applicable in the following cases:  

 
(a). Non-cargo vessel which in any case have to vacate the berth when cargo 

vessels arrive. 
 
(b). Vessels using the berth exclusively for overside loading/discharge. 
 
(c). Vessels which are idling at berth without doing any cargo handling 

operations. 
 

(4). In respect of "priority berthing / ousting priority" to any vessel, the charges for "shifting in" 
and "shifting out" shall be levied at the rate applicable to one pilotage act. 

 
(5). Shifting from deeper draft berth to lower draft berth and vice versa in respect of any 

vessel shall be carried out only on priority / ousting priority request from the steamer 
agent / the master of the next vessel in the queue for berthing.  The charges payable shall 
be equivalent to one pilotage act as prescribed in the schedule.  When the working vessel 
is to complete loading/ unloading and is ready for sailing out within 24 hours from the time 
the request for ousting priority from the vessel is received, the former vessel will not be 
shifted unless vacant berths are available for completing the handling of the former 
vessel. 

 
(6). Ousting priority shall mean ousting a working vessel in a berth or jetty and berthing 

another vessel asking for such ousting permission in view of the following: 
 

(i).  Warranted by the hazardous nature of the cargo and dock safety requirements.  
 
(ii). The time schedule in the voyage is to be kept up by vessel carrying foodgrains for 

public consumption and fuel, oil and coal meant for consumption by public utility 
services, viz., thermal power plants, Government companies dealing in 
manufacturing, refining and or distribution of such products. 

 
(iii).   As directed by the Government from time to time in this regard. 
 



   

 
 

(7). In cases of ousting priority, over and above the pilotage fees leviable on the vessel 
availing the benefit of such ousting, additional pilotage fees equivalent to the pilotage fees 
for the vessel so ousted shall be leviable from the former. 

 
(8). Full pilotage charges will be levied when ousted vessel is shifted to anchorage.  If ousted 

vessel is shifted to other berths, shifting charges as applicable for the ousted vessels 
shall be levied as per Scale of Rates.  The vessel availing the benefit of ousting priority 
shall be liable to pay the additional pilotage / shifting fee prescribed in this note. 

 
(9). (a). When any/ all of the following conditionalities are not satisfied in respect of a 

working vessel at a berth then the vessel will be shifted with the approval of 
Chairman to outer anchorage or another available and suitable berth with respect 
to the draught of the vessel: 

 
(i). When a vessel is operating with ship derricks either in a crane berth or 

non-crane berth and she is idle due to non-working of the crane for a 
period of four hours in a shift either continuously or intermittently (less 
than fifteen minutes excluded). 

 
(ii). When a vessel is keeping idle in a shift for a period of four hours in a shift 

either continuously or intermittently (less than fifteen minutes excluded), 
though gangs are deployed by Cargo Handling Division of the Port. 

 
(iii). When the productivity of a vessel per shift is continuously less than the 

average productivity per shift for the cargo during the previous year during 
the continuous period of two /three shifts. 

 
(iv). When the vessel is waiting for cargo (whether gang is requisitioned and 

deployed or not) continuously or intermittently for a period of four hours in 
a shift and in two consecutive shifts.” 

 
(b). The following charges shall be levied for shifting of a vessel to outer anchorage/ 

any other berth on account of its non performance: 
 

(i). In case a vessel is shifted to outer anchorage pilotage fee as prescribed 
in Schedule 2.2.1 shall be levied on re-entry of the vessel under the same 
port entry. 

 
(ii).  In case a vessel is shifted to berths I to VI or between Coal Jetty I and II 

and Oil Jetty, 25% of the pilotage fees prescribed in Schedule 2.2.1 shall 
be levied. 

    
(iii). If a vessel shifted from Coal jetties and Oil Jetty to berth nos. I to VI and 

vice versa, 50% of the pilotage fee prescribed in Schedule 2.2.1 shall be 
levied. 

 
(10). Only in cases of any extra-ordinary circumstances and in cases which are not specifically 

provided in the Scale of Rates, Chairman, Port Trust may decide whether the movement 
of a vessel is for port / Agent’s convenience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 

2.3.  SCHEDULE OF TUG HIRE FEES 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 

Coastal 
vessel 

(in `) 

Foreign–
going vessel 

(in US $) 

1. Harbour tugs of more than 10 Ton Bollard Pull engaged 
for towing barges, lighters, etc., and for services other 
than berthing, unberthing, shifting, mooring and 
remooring. 

 

(i). Within inner Harbour. Per tug 
per hour 
or part 
thereof 

2849.45 109.2747 

(ii). When engaged within port limits. -do- 5698.90 218.5504 

(iii). When engaged for salvage work within the port 
limits. 

-do- 8904.70 341.4899 

(iv). When engaged for salvage work outside the port 
limits. 

-do- 11,397.55 437.0893 

2. Hire charges for Tugs, Launches and other Harbour 
Craft 

 

(i). Pilot Launches For hour 
or part 
thereof 

1141.20 43.7646 

(ii). Mooring Launches -do- 713.25 27.3524 

(iii). Tugs below 10 Tonnes Bollard Pull -do- 855.90 32.8225 

(iv). Dumb Barge -do- 218.50 `364.20 

(v). Mooring Boats -do- 252.70 `421.20 

(vi). Tugs of 10 Tonnes Bollard pull  -do- 2609.00 100.0540 

3. Additional tug charge for towage of each lighter or 
sailing vessel in any one direction 

Per tug per 
hour or part 
thereof 

228.30 8.7552 

4. Tug hire charges when requisitioned but not utilised or 
delayed (applicable for all tugs irrespective of their 
capacity). 

 

(i).   Non-utilisation of the tug by the hirer for any 
reason, other than those exceptional circumstances 
under which the hirer has no control and is not at fault 
and the tug released within one hour from the time of 
reporting for assigned work. 

 
 
Per tug 

 
 

1424.70 
 

 
 

54.6374 

(ii).  In the case of the tug being delayed by the hirer 
beyond one hour from the time the tug has reported for 
work due to reasons other than exceptional 
circumstances under which the hirer has no control and 
is not at fault.  
     (a). For first one hour. 
     (b). For every additional half an hour or part thereof. 

 
 
 
 
 
Per tug 
Per tug 

 
 
 
 
 

2849.45 
1159.00 

 
 
 
 
 

109.2747 
44.4477 

5. Cancellation charges in respect of floating craft 
mentioned in Sl. No. 2 above, whose services have 
been requisitioned but not utilised or delayed. 
If cancellation was done without giving 3 hours Notice.  
      (i). Launch (Flat Rate).          
      (ii). In respect of Tug (Flat Rate). 

 
 
 
 
Per tug 
Per tug 

 
 
 
 

228.30 
456.60 

 
 
 
 

8.7552 
17.5104 

 
Notes: 
 
(1).  Tug service shall be provided as part of the pilotage service (without any charge) on 

requisition from Master/Owners, Agents of vessels for purposes of berthing, un-berthing, 
shifting, mooring, re-mooring and all connected works.  Tug service provided as part of 
shifting service shall also be without any charge. 

 
 
 
 



   

 
 

 
(2). The tug hire charges in respect of items (iii) and (iv) in serial number (1) includes the cost 

of ration to the crew, the services of the crew and the victualling of the officers deputed for 
salvage or other operations; but, excludes the cost of insurance plus incidental charges at 
20 percent of the insurance premium which will also be recovered in addition to the rates 
prescribed. 

 
(3).       (i). If cancellation in respect of floating craft specified in serial number 2 is done 

without giving two hours notice, hire charges for one hour at the rates applicable 
to the particular craft shall be levied.  

 
(ii). In the case of delay on the part of the port user in utilising the craft specified in 

serial number 2 from the time of requisition, the actual hire charges as prescribed 
for the particular craft shall be levied from the time indicated in the requisition.  

 
(4). Additional fees of 50 percent of the charges otherwise leviable shall be recovered for work 

performed on Sundays and port non-operating days or between the hours of 6.00 p. m. 
and 6.00 a. m.  In the case of Zone ‘B’ no charges shall be levied for the work performed 
between the hours of 6.00 p.m. and 6.00 a.m. on port working days. 

 
(5). The VOCPT may, at its discretion, hire out the floating craft outside the port limits at the 

rates prescribed above. 
 
 
2.4. BERTH HIRE FEES 
 
 
2.4.1.   SCHEDULE OF BERTH HIRE CHARGES 
 

 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars 

Rate per GRT per hour or part thereof 

Coastal vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign- going vessels 
 (in US $) 

1. Upto and inclusive of 3,000 GRT 0.075 
subject to a minimum of 

`148.60 

0.0029 
subject to a minimum of 

US $ 5.6981 

2. 3,001 to 10,000 GRT 0.050 
subject to a minimum of 

`226.85 

0.0019 
subject to a minimum of 

US $ 8.70 

3. 10,001 to 15,000 GRT 0.065 0.0025 

4. 15,001 to 20,000 GRT 0.080 0.0031 

5. 20,001 to 25,000 GRT 0.110 0.0042 

6. 25,001 to 30,000 GRT 0.120 0.0046 

7. 30,001 GRT and above 0.130 0.0050 

 
 
2.4.2. SCHEDULE OF BERTH HIRE CHARGES FOR OTHER VESSELS 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rate per hour or part 
thereof 

Coastal 
vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign-
going 

vessels  
(in US $) 

1. Non-commercial vessels like tugs and 
barges 

Per vessel 
per hour or 
part thereof 

15.10 `25.18 

2. Craft registered under the Harbour Craft 
Rules of V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust. 

-do- 0.70 `1.19 

3. Other Crafts -do- 1.00 `1.66 



   

 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rate per hour or part 
thereof 

Coastal 
vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign-
going 

vessels  
(in US $) 

4. Additional Berth Hire Charges after expiry of time given by the Deputy Port Conservator, 
to vacate the berth. (notice given atleast 12 hours in advance)  

(i). For the first 12 hours Per hour or 
part thereof 

1187.10 45.524 

(ii). For the next 12 hours -do- 2375.30 91.092 

(iii). Thereafter -do- 3562.40 136.616 

5. (i). Charges for the Lash vessels during the 
process of operations of loading or 
unloading of cargo. 

Per hour or 
part thereof 

15.05 0.5774 

(ii). For barges waiting at safe fleeting area -do- 5.00 0.1915 

6. Berthing fees on sailing vessels and sea-going steam vessels coming alongside the 
wharves at Zone ‘B’ of the V.O. Chidambaranar Port. 

Sailing vessels other than lighters.    

(i). During operation period  
(November to April) 

Per GRT per 
hour or part 
thereof 

0.0333 0.0010 

(ii). During lean period  
(May to October) 

Per GRT per 
hour or part 
thereof 

0.0062 0.0002 

Notes for Sl. No.6: 
(a). If voyage takes place during the lean 
period, the rate pertaining to operational 
period will be levied. 
 
(b). When vessel idles during operational 
period, the rate pertaining to lean period will 
be levied. 
 
(c). The lean period rates are applicable for 
the period of repairing at laybuoy (North Pier) 
of Zone-B. 

   

(iii). Sea going steam vessels. Per vessel / 
per  hour or 
part thereof 

10.65 0.4073 

7. Fishing Vessels (Trawlers / Boats)    

(i). at finger jetty. Per vessel / 
per  hour or 
part thereof 

12.40 0.4760 

(ii). at VOC wharf and additional berth. - do - 19.50 0.7465 

8. Double banking In respect of a vessel which is double 
banked with another vessel occupying a 
berth it will be charged half of the Berth 
hire charges specified at schedule 2.4.1 
and 2.4.2. 

Note on Sl. No. 7: 
Any vessel which continues to occupy any berth after the expiry of the time given by the Deputy 
Conservator/Traffic Manager to vacate the berth (notice of which had been given at least (12 hours 
in advance) shall pay additional berth hire charges at the following rates: - 
(i). For the first two days – At four times the rate of berth hire charges for authorised occupation. 
(ii). For third day and for subsequent days - At six times the rate of berth hire charges for 
authorised occupation. 
(iii). The additional berth hire charges shall be in addition to normal berth hire charges payable  
       under the schedule. 



   

 
 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). The period of hour shall be calculated from the time the vessel occupies berth.  
 
(2). Berth hire shall stop 4 hours after the time of the vessel signaling its readiness to sail. 

The time limit prescribed for cessation of berth hire shall exclude the ship’s waiting time 
for want of favourable tidal conditions.  There shall be a penal berth hire equal to berth 
hire charges of one day berth hire charge for a false signal.  

 
(3). Vessel berthed at additional berths, finger jetty and shallow water berth and any other 

berth where wharf crane facility is not made available by the VOCPT, a rebate of 20% of 
the applicable berth hire charges will be allowed. 

 
(4). All Tankers carrying oil, petroleum products, chemicals in bulk, lube base stock in bulk 

shall be charged berth hire charges at 125% of the charges applicable to relative 
classification. 

 
(5). Ousting Priority/Priority Berth Hire Charges: 
 
 (i). For providing the priority berthing to any vessel, a fee equivalent to berth hire 

charges for 24 hours or 75% of the berth hire charges calculated for the total 
period of actual stay at the berth, whichever is higher shall be levied. 

(ii).    For providing the ousting priority to any vessel, a fee equivalent to berth hire 
charges for 24 hours or 100% of the berth hire charges calculated for the total 
period of actual stay at the berth whichever is higher, shall be levied. 

 
(6). When a vessel is shifted from V.O.C wharf to additional berth during the duration of every 

one hour of stay, berth hire charges as applicable to V.O.C wharf shall continue to be 
applied till the expiry of that hour.  Thereafter, the rates as applicable to additional berths 
shall be levied. The same principle shall be applied when a vessel is shifted from 
additional berth to VOC wharf. 

 
(7).  Charges on lash vessels/ barges. 
 
 (i). If the mother vessel is berthed alongside a wharf, all the charges as applicable to 

other vessels shall be recoverable. 
 
 (ii). If the mother vessel is anchored at outer anchorage within the port limits, Port 

dues alone shall be levied. 
 
 (iii). If anchored at inner anchorage, all applicable vessel-related charges excluding 

berth hire shall be recovered. 
 
 (iv). The charges for towing of barges will be recovered as per the rates prescribed for 

the craft used. 
 
(8). One day Berth Hire Charges is chargeable as the minimum charges for cancellation of 

services requisitioned. This will include amendment to Berthing Schedule, cancellation of 
Berthing, amendment to Computer entry in the system for E-booking etc. 

 
(9). No berth hire shall be levied for the period when the vessels idle at its berths due to break 

down of port equipment or power failure or any other reasons attributable to the port. 
 
(10). If a vessel idles at berth without deployment of labour gang after lapse of four hours of 

berthing, Penal berth hire charges as prescribed in Sl.No.4 of the above schedule of Berth 
Hire charges will be levied.  Penal berth hire will not apply if such idling is on account of 
inability of the port to provide the labour gang requisitioned. 

 
 



   

 
 

 
2.5. CHARGES FOR SUPPLY OF WATER TO SHIPPING 
 
Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rate 

Coastal 
vessels 

(in `) 

Foreign - going 
vessels (in US$) 

1. Water supplied to ships at the Wharf. Per 1000 
Liters or 

part 
thereof 

              78.90 
subject to a 
minimum of  

`1607.70 

               3.0267 
subject to a 
minimum of  

US$ 61.655 

2. Water supplied by water barge. - do - 157.85 6.0534 

3. Charges for the use of water barge. Per Trip 11005.55 422.0565 

4. Cancellation charges when a water barge is 
ordered but, not cancelled in writing within 6 
hours prior to the time of commencement of 
services. 

Per barge 730.80 28.025 

5. Detention charge for the water barge detained 
beyond the period of one day i.e. 24 hours. 

Per 8 
hours and 

part 
thereof 

2477.20 95.00 

 

Notes: 
 
(1). Charges for supply of water by water barge is inclusive of all incidental charges, which the 

port may have to incur on this account. 
 
(2). The charges for water supply by water barge will be on the full capacity of the barge 

irrespective of the quantity of water actually supplied.  
 
(3). In addition to the charges specified for serial number (3) above, Tug Hire and other 

incidental charges shall be levied as per the rates specified for the same in the Scale of 
Rates. 

 
2.6. ANCHORAGE FEES 
 
The following charges shall be levied as anchorage fee for stay of vessel (ship or steamer, sailing 
vessel, tugs, launches or other marine crafts) in the port waters within the notified port limits: 
 
2.6.1. Schedule of Anchorage charges 
 
Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Rate per GRT per hour or part thereof 

For stay of vessel in any area 
inside the harbour basin but 
without occupying any of the 
berths/jetties either individually 
or by means of double banking 

For stay of vessel in any area 
outside the harbour basin and 
within the notified Port Limits 
of V.O. Chidambaranar Port 
Trust. 

Coastal 
vessels 

(in `) 

Foreign - going 
vessels (in 

US$) 

Coastal 
vessels 

(in `) 

Foreign - 
going vessels 

(in US$) 

1. Upto and inclusive of 
3,000 GRT 

0.0151 
subject to a 
minimum of 

`29.75 

0.00058 
subject to a 
minimum of 

US $1.14 

0.0060 
subject to a 
minimum of 

`12.00 

0.00023 
subject to a 
minimum of 

US $0.46 

2. 3,001 to 10,000 GRT 0.0099 
subject to a 
minimum of 

`45.37 

0.00038 
subject to a 
minimum of 

US $1.74 

0.0040 
subject to a 
minimum of 

`18.25 

0.00015 
subject to a 
minimum of 

US $ 0.70 

3. 10,001 to 15,000 GRT 0.0130 0.00050 0.0052 0.00020 

4. 15,001 to 20,000 GRT 0.0161 0.00062 0.0065 0.00025 

5. 20,001 to 25,000 GRT 0.0219 0.00084 0.0086 0.00033 

6. 25,001 to 30,000 GRT 0.0240 0.00092 0.0096 0.00037 



   

 
 

7. 30,001 GRT and above 0.0260 0.00100 0.0104 0.00040 

8. Double Banking In respect of a vessel which is double banked with another 
vessel occupying a berth it will be charged half of the 
anchorage charges specified in the above schedule. 

 
2.6.2. Schedule of Anchorage charges for other vessels  
 
Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rate per hour or part thereof 
For stay of vessel in any 
area inside the harbour 
basin but without 
occupying any of the 
berths/jetties either 
individually or by means 
of double banking 

For stay of vessel in any 
area outside the harbour 
basin and within the 
notified Port Limits of V.O. 
Chidambaranar Port Trust. 

Coastal 
vessels 

(in `) 

Foreign - 
going 

vessels (in 
US$) 

Coastal 
vessels 

(in `) 

Foreign - 
going vessels 

(in US$) 

1. Non-Commercial 
vessels like tugs and 
barges 

Per Vessel 
per hour or 
part thereof 

3.78 `6.30 1.50 `2.50 

2. Craft registered 
under the Harbour 
Craft Rules of V.O. 
Chidambaranar Port 
Trust 

-do- 0.18 Re. 0.30 0.07 Re. 0.12 

3. Other Crafts -do- 0.25 Re. 0.4 0.10 Re. 0.17 

4. (i). Charges for the 
Lash vessels during 
the process of 
operations of loading 
or unloading of 
cargo. 

Per hour or 
part thereof 

3.75 0.1443 1.50 0.0577 

(ii). For barges 
waiting at safe 
fleeting area 

-do- 1.25 0.0479 0.50 0.0192 

5. Berthing fees on sailing vessels and sea-going steam vessels coming alongside the wharves 
at Zone ‘B’ of the V.O. Chidambaranar Port. 

(i). Sailing vessels 
other than lighters. 

Per GRT 
per trip. 

0.20 0.0080 0.08 0.0032 

(ii). Sea going steam 
vessels. 

Per vessel / 
per hour or 
part thereof 

2.65 0.1018 1.05 0.0407 

6. Fishing Vessels (Trawlers / Boats) 

(i). at finger jetty. Per vessel / 
per hour or 
part thereof 

3.10 0.1190 1.25 0.0476 

(ii). at VOC wharf 
and additional berth. 

-do- 4.85 0.1866 1.95 0.0746 

7. Double banking In respect of a vessel which is double banked with another vessel 
occupying a berth, it will be charged half of the anchorage charge 
specified in the above schedule 

 
Note: 
 
(1). Anchorage fees will be for stay of vessels for more than 12 hours 
 
 
 
2.7.      Schedule of Lighterage Operation fee in respect of vessels at anchorage: 



   

 
 

 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars 

Rate per GRT per hour or part thereof 

Coastal vessels 
(in `) 

Foreign - going vessels 
(in US$) 

1. Upto and inclusive of 3,000 GRT 0.0151  
subject to a minimum of 

`29.75 

0.00058 
subject to a minimum of 

US $1.14 

2. 3,001 to 10,000 GRT 0.0099 
subject to a minimum of 

`45.37 

0.00038 
subject to a minimum of 

US $1.74 

3. 10,001 to 15,000 GRT 0.0130 0.00050 

4. 15,001 to 20,000 GRT 0.0161 0.00062 

5. 20,001 to 25,000 GRT 0.0219 0.00084 

6. 25,001 to 30,000 GRT 0.0240 0.00092 

7. 30,001 GRT and above 0.0260 0.00100 

8. Double Banking In respect of a vessel which is double banked with 
another vessel occupying a berth it will be charged half 
of the above charges specified in the above schedule. 

 
Notes:  
 
(1). The facility is available to deep draught vessels carrying coal, food grains and pulses 

arriving with a draught of more than 10.7 metres which after lightening to a draught of 10.7 
or 9.3 metres, as the case may be, will be handled at the berth.  

 
(2). The facility is subject to the Steamer Agent obtaining Environmental Clearance and 

furnishing Mercantile Marine Department's certificate regarding safety of vessels used for 
lighterage and carrying passengers.  

 
(3). The barges carrying lightered cargo will be permitted to be berthed at Zone 'A' only subject 

to availability of berth.  
 
(4). The lightered cargo can be handled in Zone 'B' also subject to payment of vessel related 

charges and wharfage charges as per Port SOR in respect of vessel/barges carrying such 
lightered cargo to Zone-B. 

 
(5). For Pulses and Food grains if the berth No.8 is occupied and Port could not allot berth to 

the vessel, anchorage operations would be allowed till the vessel reaches 9.3 m draught 
or till such time that berth No.8 is available whichever is earlier.  

 
(6). The Barges used for lightering the cargo if berthed in 'Easter Arm' and lash Jetty for 

handling of lightered cargo, the berth hire will be at 80% of the Normal rate.  

 
CHAPTER – III 

 
CARGO RELATED CHARGES 

 
3.1.  SCHEDULE OF WHARFAGE DUES  
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars 
Unit of 
Charge 

RATES (in Rupees)*** 

Zone A Zone B 

Foreign Coastal Foreign Coastal 

1. ANIMALS AND ANIMAL 
PRODUCTS 

Each 57.00 34.20 28.00 16.80 

2. CASHEW, FRUITS, NUTS, 
TAMARIND SEED 

     

 (a). Cashew nuts. 1 M.T. 30.00 18.00 24.00 14.40 

 (b). Cashew Kernels. 1 M.T. 41.00 24.60 34.00 20.40 



   

 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars 
Unit of 
Charge 

RATES (in Rupees)*** 

Zone A Zone B 

Foreign Coastal Foreign Coastal 

 (c). Tamarind seed. 1 M.T. 28.00 16.80 14.00 8.40 

3. COAL & COKE      

 (a). Charcoal in bags/bulk. 1 M.T. 28.00 16.80 12.00 7.20 

 (b). Steaming (Non-coking 
Coal)  

1 M.T. 27.00 16.20 16.20 9.70 

 (c). Coal other than Steaming 
(Non-coking Coal) and  coke in 
bulk 

1 M.T 30.00 18.00 18.00 10.80 

 (d). Coal and Coke handled 
through Coal Jetty (other than 
thermal coal). 

1 M.T. 
38.00 22.80 -- -- 

 (e). Thermal Coal 1 M.T. 38.00 38.00 -- -- 

4. COIR/YARN MATS 1 M.T. 42.00 25.20 21.00 12.60 

5. CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS      

 (a). River sand, stone dust, 
bricks, tiles etc., 

1 M.T. 18.00 10.80 12.00 7.20 

 (b). Granite and Coral Stones. 1 M.T. 50.00 30.00 27.00 16.20 

 (c). Cement. 1 M.T. 35.00 21.00 18.00 10.80 

 (d). Clinker. 1 M.T. 28.00 16.80 14.00 8.40 

   (e). Fly ash  1 M.T. 18.00 10.80 12.00 7.20 

6. CONTAINERS      

 (a). Containers of 20 feet 
(Empty) 

Each. 85.00 51.00 -- -- 

 (b). Cargo in Full Container 
Load 20 feet. 

Each. 425.00 255.00 -- -- 

 (c). Containers above 20 feet 
(Empty) 

Each. 128.00 76.80 -- -- 

 (d). Cargo in Full Container 
Load above 20 feet. 

Each. 638.00 382.80 -- -- 

7. COTTON-RAW 1 Cum. 35.00 21.00 18.00 10.80 

8. FERTILIZERS      

 (a). Sulphur and Rock 
Phosphate  

1 M.T. 33.00 19.80 15.00  9.00 

 (b). MOP, Urea, DAP, SOP and 
other finished fertilizers. 

1 M.T. 41.00 24.60 19.00 11.40 

9. FOOD GRAINS and FOOD 
PRODUCTS 

     

 (a). Rice, Wheat and other 
foodgrains (raw broken or 
otherwise) 

1 M.T. 42.00 25.20 19.00 11.40 

   (b). Salt in bags/bulk. 1 M.T. 5.00 3.00 4.00 2.40 

    (c). Sugar, candy or cube 
bags/bulk. 

1 M.T. 42.00 25.20 32.00 19.20 

   (d). Cattle Feed/Animal Feed. 1 M.T. 12.00 7.20 6.00 3.60 

   (e). Maize. 1 M.T. 20.00 12.00 12.00 7.20 

   (f). Copra cake. 1 M.T. 28.00 16.80 12.00 7.20 

 10. IRON and STEEL MATERIAL 
and iron scrap 

1 M.T. 35.00 21.00 18.00 10.80 

 11. LIQUID CARGO       

  (a). Phosphoric acid, Vinyl 
Chloride and Liquid 
Ammonia in bulk. 

1 M.T. 85.00 51.00 -- -- 

   (b). Ethylene-di-Chloride. 1 M.T. 51.00 30.60 -- -- 

   (c). Sulphuric Acid  1 M.T. 50.00 30.00 -- -- 

   (d). Molasses. 1 M.T. 41.00 24.60 -- -- 



   

 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars 
Unit of 
Charge 

RATES (in Rupees)*** 

Zone A Zone B 

Foreign Coastal Foreign Coastal 

   (e). Caustic soda lye. 1 K.L. 39.00 23.40 -- -- 

   (f). Liquefied Petroleum Gas. 1 Cum. 118.00 70.80  -- -- 

   (g). Other Liquid Cargo not 
specified. 

1 Cum. 90.00 54.00 -- -- 

  (h). Sludge oil 1 M.T. 47.10 28.26 23.55 14.13 

 12. MILITARY GOODS. 1 M.T. 57.00 34.20 -- -- 

 13. OIL      

   (a). Oil Naphtha. 1 K.L. 70.00 70.00 -- -- 

   (b). Oil Furnace. 1 K.L. 65.00 65.00 -- -- 

   (c).Super Kerosene, Diesel, 
Petrol. 

1 K.L. 46.00 46.00 -- -- 

   (d). Oils-Animals or vegetables. 1 Cum. 46.00 27.60 12.00 7.20 

   (e). Oils-Minerals other than 
specified 

1 K.L. 46.00 27.60 12.00 7.20 

 14. ORES           

     (a). Ores and Minerals.      

     (i). For iron ore and iron 
pellets 

1 M.T. 19.00 19.00 12.00 12.00 

     (ii). Others 1 M.T. 19.00 11.40 12.00 7.20 

     (b). Bauxite in bulk or bags. 1 M.T. 28.00 16.80 12.00 7.20 

     (c). Gypsum. 1 M.T. 7.00 4.20 4.00 2.40 

 (d). Feldspar, Ilmnite 
Sand/routile, Garnet 

1 M.T. 19.00 11.40 12.00 7.20 

 (e). Copper Concentrate.    1 M.T. 55.00 33.00 -- -- 

     (f). Copper Anode 1 M.T. 55.00 33.00 -- -- 

     (g). Copper Slag 1 M.T. 30.00 18.00 -- -- 

 15. TIMBER AND ALLIED 
PRODUCTS 

1 Cum. 31.00 18.60 18.00 10.80 

 16. 
 

Goods not otherwise specified - 
Imported / Exported in Bulk. 

1 M.T. 42.00 25.20 12.00 7.20 

 17. Wharf Dues in respect of 
Foodgrains manifested for Indian 
Ports and transhipped into a 
smaller vessel from tanker or 
bulk carrier at the Port. 

1 M.T. 1.50 0.90 -- -- 

18. Aluminum Products, Alcoholic 
Products, Fish, Fish Products, 
Dry fish and Meat Products, C.P. 
Goods, Cotton yarn and 
Products, Cycle parts and 
carpets, Tinned Food & PVC 
Products. 

Advalorem 0.20% 0.12% 0.10% 0.06% 
 
 
 
 
 

19. Chilies, Country Drugs, Senna 
Leaves, Palmyrah fiber, 
Personal effects, Vegetables 
and Provisions, Vehicles of 
Various Types and Accessories. 

Advalorem 0.50% 0.30% 0.25% 0.15% 

20. Pepper, Cardamom. Advalorem 0.02% 0.01% 0.01% 0.006% 

21. Tea. Advalorem 0.15% 0.09% 0.08% 0.05% 

22. Coffee. Advalorem 0.10% 0.06% 0.05% 0.03% 

23. Ginger, Machinery parts, Goods 
not otherwise specified – 
Imported/ Exported in the 
schedule. 

Advalorem 0.30% 0.18% 0.15% 0.09% 

 

Notes: 



   

 
 

 
(1). Wharfage charges on bulk cargo shall be recovered on the manifested tonnage of the 

vessels. In the case of export bulk cargo wharfage can be levied as declared in the EGM 
or with reference to the entire admitted quantity whichever is higher even if the EGM 
quantity is declared less than the admitted quantity. In case of Import Cargo, wharfage 
can be levied as declared in the IGM or entire delivered quantity whichever is higher. 

 
(2). ‘Advalorem’ wharfage on imports shall be calculated on C.I.F. value; on the exports on 

F.O.B. value; and on coastal cargo on value specified in the bill of coastal goods. 
Custom’s Bill of Entry/Shipping Bill/Bill of coastal goods shall be the main document for 
assessing the value of cargo for wharfage purposes and where it is not available, the 
value will be determined based on Bill of Lading/Invoices, etc. 

 
(3). Wharfage shall be payable on all cargoes admitted to the said port’s transit areas for 

shipment. Cargo once shut out if admitted to the port again for shipment will also attract 
wharfage irrespective of the fact the wharfage was levied on an earlier occasion.  

 
(4). Transhipment: 
 

(i).  Goods consigned to ports other than Tuticorin as per the Bill of lading, if landed at 
Tuticorin for transhipment, shall be considered as transhipment cargo so long as 
it remains within the port security area, and shall pay single wharfage payable on 
landing.  

 
(ii). For transhipment of cargo from ship to ship (swapping) outside the Port basin, 

wharfage shall not be collected. But, both the vessels shall pay 25% of the Port 
dues and charges of other services rendered as per the rates prescribed in the 
Scale of Rates except in respect of food grains manifested for Indian Ports. 

 
(iii).  As regards, transhipment of cargo from vessel to vessel inside the Harbour basin 

without using the landing place, the vessels shall pay Port dues and other 
charges as applicable in full, and 50% of single wharfage charges. 

 
(iv).  If transhipment cargo goes out of the port security area and thereafter comes into 

the port security area for loading into the vessel, the same shall not be treated as 
transhipment cargo and the cargo shall pay the wharfage again for loading into 
the vessel. 

 
(v).    Cargo transhipment fee @ `3/- per tonne will be collected for cargo handled at 

the anchorage. 
 
(vi). A fee on cargo transfer from vessel to barge or vice versa in the harbour basin 

will be levied at 50% of the wharfage rate prescribed in Schedule 3.1. of the Scale 
of Rates in addition to the wharfage leviable on such cargo for handling at berth. 

 
(5). In case of cargo loaded into a vessel and subsequently unloaded due to various reasons, 

no wharfage shall be levied if the cargo is reshipped in the same vessel without leaving 
the port's premises. Wharfage shall, however, be levied again if the cargo is reshipped in 
another vessel.  

 
(6). Wharfage on goods from vessels in distress:  

Item 
No. 

Classification for purpose of wharfage Dues payable 

(i). Cargo of other ports landed from vessels in 
distress 

Wharfage rate as prescribed in 
Schedule 3.1. shall be levied. 

(ii). Cargo that has paid exports wharfage at 
Tuticorin but has not been carried to 
destination.  

No wharfage shall be levied at 
the time of landing or at the time 
of reshipment or if removed out 
of the VOCPT premises. 

(iii). Cargo of other ports reshipped without No wharfage shall be levied at 



   

 
 

having left the VOCPT premises. the time of shipment. 

 
(7). On packages containing articles of miscellaneous character, wharfage charges shall be 

levied at the rate applicable to individual cargo items.  
 
(8). In the case of hazardous cargo, (i.e.) cargo identified as such in International Maritime 

Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG), classified as “Goods not otherwise specified”, vide 
Sl.No.16 and 23 of the above schedule, 100 percent of the wharfage shall be recovered 
over and above the normal dues”. 

 
(9).  The following categories of goods shall be exempted from wharfage charges: 
 
 (i). Bonafide consumable/ Non-consumable ship stores; 
 
 (ii). Passenger’s and Seaman’s Bonafide baggage and personal effects 

accompanying them; 
 
 (iii). Empty gunnies and twines sent to ships to facilitate landing or loading of cargoes 

in bulk order replacing wet or torn bags; 
 
 (iv). Goods consigned to or by the VOCPT; 
 
 (v). Postal mail bags. 
 
(10).   The box rate prescribed for cargo in FCL containers in serial number 6(b) and 6(d) in 

schedule 3.1. above will also apply in the case an LCL (Less than Container Load)  
container coming in and going out of the VOCPT as a unit load. 

 
(11). All goods intended for shipment shall be assessed on export application. Similarly, all 

goods landed within the limits of port of Tuticorin shall be assessed on import application. 
 
(12). The wharfage shall be calculated on the total tonnage of each item of goods.  For this 

purpose the gross and if the circumstances require, the net units of each package as 
specified in the relative invoice or other shipping document shall be reckoned with, subject 
to test check by the port authorities. In the absence of these documents or the 
specification of the gross units therein, the units actually arrived at by test check shall be 
taken as the gross units. 

 
(13). Before classifying any cargo under ‘unspecified category’ in the wharfage schedule, the 

relevant Customs classification shall be referred to find out whether the cargo can be 
classified under any of the specific categories mentioned in those schedules 

  
 
3.2.  SCHEDULE OF DEMURRAGE CHARGES 
 
 
3.2.1. FREE PERIOD 
 

Sl. No. Particulars Imports Exports 

1. General Cargo except Raw Cashew (Imports) and Wheat (Exports) 3 days 10 days 

2. Raw Cashew (Imports) 5 days - 

3. Wheat (Exports) - 15 days 

4. Salvaged goods (Imports) 3 days  3 days 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). For the purpose of calculation of free period, Customs holidays and the port’s non 

operating days shall be excluded. 
 



   

 
 

(2). (i). Free period for imports shall be reckoned with following the date of complete 
discharge of the goods from the vessel on to jetties, quays or wharves. 

 
 (ii). When goods are landed from the vessel into lighters, barges or other floating 

crafts, the three working days shall be calculated from the date of complete 
discharge of goods from the lighters, barges or other floating crafts on the jetties, 
quays or wharves. 

 
 (iii).  In the case of salvaged goods, the free days shall be reckoned with from the day 

following the date of notification of salvage by the receiver of wrecks in the official 
Gazette of Tamil Nadu State. 

 
(3). (i). Free period for all exports except salvaged goods shall commence from the 

actual date of receipt of the goods in transit area at Zone A and Zone B. 
 
 (ii).  In case of salvaged goods (export) free period shall commence from the date on 

which the goods are actually salvaged up to the date the vessel commences 
loading. 

 
(4). Transhipment cargo 
 
 The maximum period as per export cargo will be allowed and thereafter demurrage 

charges shall be levied as prescribed for export cargo. 
 
(5). In the case of goods shut out by one vessel and subsequently shipped by another vessel 

the free period shall count upto 21 days excluding Customs holidays and port’s non-
operating days, and thereafter demurrage charges shall be payable till the goods are 
shipped. 

 
 
3.2.2. SCHEDULE OF DEMURRAGE CHARGES 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Description Unit 

For Zone A 

Import 
(in `) 

Export 
(in `) 

   1. For the first six days. Per day per wharfage unit 1.85 1.20 

   2. For the next six days. -do- 3.00 2.35 

   3. Thereafter. -do- 5.85 4.70 

Note: 
 
(i). For Zone ‘B’, 50% of the above rates shall apply. 
(ii). In respect of Import, 75% of the rates prescribed above shall be levied for open storage of 
cargoes at wharf area. 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). (i). The transit area shall be the area within the security wall excluding warehouse 

and open area leased for storage of cargo.  
 

(ii). In exigencies, if import/export cargo require transit space and transit sheds are 
full/  there is shortage of space in transit sheds, some warehouse/s can be 
declared as  “transit area” for the duration of congestion and all consignment will 
be eligible for storage on the transit terms during that period. These 
arrangements shall be approved by the Chairman on a case to case basis.  

 
(2). No export cargo shall be admitted into the port premises without the permission in writing 

from the authorised official of the port. Normally, export cargo for a vessel shall be 
admitted only after the vessel is opened for exports. 

 



   

 
 

(3). While calculating the demurrage charges, the unit to be adopted shall be the same as 
prescribed for levy of wharfage. Where the wharfage is prescribed on ‘per unit’ or on 
‘Advalorem’ basis, the demurrage shall be calculated on the basis of weight of ‘one 
tonne’. 

 
(4). A minimum charge as for one tonne/one cubic metre shall be levied.   
 
(5). Demurrage shall be collected on the basis of the actual weighment as determined by the 

weighbridge, and /or the railway receipt as issued by the Railway authority for carrying the 
cargo. 

 
(6). Demurrage charges on unclaimed goods shall be charged from master of the ship or the 

steamer agents upto 2 months from the date of discharge, if they are not cleared within 
two months from the date of complete discharge of the vessel from which they were 
landed. 

 
(7). Once demurrage charges begins to accrue no allowance shall be made for Sundays and 

port’s non-operating days. 
 
(8).       Delivery of Goods 
 
 Goods shall not be delivered to owner or consignee unless all dues leviable thereon, 

including demurrage charges are paid. 
 
(9). Congestion of Goods: 
 
 If at any time the VOCPT apprehends a serious congestion in the transit sheds or the 

transit area which may affect the rapid transit of goods through the port, it may direct the 
owners or consignees of any specific goods to remove such goods from the port premises 
within a specified period. If the goods are not removed within that period, the VOCPT may 
itself remove them and shall restack in any other place at the expense and at the sole risk 
of the owners or consignees. Goods so removed shall be charged demurrage fees at the 
rate of 100% of the wharfage plus actual handling charges incurred by the port. 

 
(10). Goods detained by Customs: 
 

The period during which the goods are detained by the Commissioner of Customs for the 
purpose of analytical test or technical tests, other than ordinary process of appraisement 
and certified by the Commissioner of Customs to be not attributable to any fault or 
negligence on the part of the Exporter, for such periods of detention, the demurrage 
charges shall be recovered as under: 
 
First 45 days : Free 
46 days to 60 days : 25% of actual demurrage charges 

61 days to 90 days : 50% of actual demurrage charges 

Beyond 90 days : 100% of actual demurrage charges 

 
Actual demurrage charges at full rates shall be worked out as per Scale of Rates at the 
appropriate slab as applicable after 45 days and the concessional rate mentioned above 
shall be applied thereon the full demurrage chares leviable. 
 
The first 45 days shall be reckoned with as follows: 
 
(i). first 45 days after expiry of free days if cargo is detained by the Customs before 

expiry of free days; and, 
 
(ii). first 45 days from the date of detention if cargo is detained by the Customs after 

accrual of demurrage charges. 
 



   

 
 

The detention certificate for availing the above concession shall be submitted within a 
period of six months from the date of clearance of goods. 
 
Notes: 
(i). The above time limits will be inclusive of all holidays. 
 
(ii). The time limits can be relaxed in cases of Acts of God or the extra ordinary 

circumstances beyond human control.   
 

(11). For re-stacking of cargo at VOC berth where siding is available for rail movement, the rate 
applicable as per schedule of Demurrage charges will be levied. 

 
(12). Demurrage charge on both import and export cargo shall not accrue for the period when 

the VOCPT is not in a position to deliver/ship cargo when requested by the user. 
 
(13). If operational area is licenced on rental terms to users, demurrage charge on cargo stored 

thereat shall not be levied again. 
 
 
3.3.  Licence (Storage) Fee 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit 
Rates for 
Zone A  
(in `) 

1. COVERED SPACE    

 (i). For the first two weeks. Per 10 sq. 
mtr./week or 
part thereof 155.00 

 (ii). For the third and fourth week. -do- 310.00 

 (iii). For the fifth and sixth week. -do- 465.00 

 (iv). Thereafter for every subsequent week. -do-     542.50 

2. OPEN SPACE   

 (i). Outside the security wall of the Port. 
       Per month or part thereof 
       Per week or part thereof 

 
Per sq. mtr. 

 
6.40 
1.60 

 (ii). Within the Security wall of the Port. 
Per month or part thereof 
Per week or part thereof 

 
-do- 

 
8.00 
2.00 

 (iii). M.P.Shed and verandas of warehouses. Per sq. mtr. / 
per month or 
part thereof 

 
45.00 

 (iv). Storage of containers outside the security wall 
(Storage area to be hired shall not be less than 
2000 square metre) 

 
-do- 

 
4.50 

 (v).   For storage of coal in open space    

           (a).   For cargo lying upto 7 weeks Per sq. mtr. 
per week or 
part thereof 

2.00 

           (b).   For cargo lying for 8
th
 to 9

th
 weeks -do- 4.00 

           (c).   For cargo lying for 10
th
 to 13

th
 weeks -do- 6.00 

           (d).   For cargo lying thereafter -do- 10.00 

For Zone ‘B’ 50% of the rates prescribed above shall apply. 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). No goods shall be stored upon any land or in any shed specified in clause (c) of sub 

section (1) of section 49 of Major Port Trusts Act, 1963, and no such land or shed shall be 
used except under a licence issued for such purpose by the VOCPT or its authorised 
official. 



   

 
 

(2). The licence issued by the VOCPT shall be in force for the period specified therein. 
 
(3). Licence (storage) fee shall be payable in the manner specified in the licence and failure to 

pay the rates in accordance therewith shall attract penal interest as prescribed in point 
No.(vi) (b) in 1.2. General Terms and Conditions in Chapter I, on the amount due but not 
paid.  If for any reason, outstanding due with penalty is not paid within 7 days of its due, 
the authorised official of the VOCPT shall have the right to terminate the licence and 
resume the land or shed allotted there under and in case of such termination or 
resumption of the land or shed, the licensee shall on no account be entitled to claim any 
compensation or to remove or take away the improvement if any made by him thereof. 

 
(4). Goods stored on the land or in the shed under the licence shall remain at the licensee’s 

risk and V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust or any of its officers shall not in any manner be 
liable for any pilferage, theft, damage or any loss whatsoever thereof. 

 
(5). The licensee shall not be permitted to sub-let the land or shed covered by the licence or 

any portion thereof. For any contravention of this condition, the licence is liable to be 
cancelled. 

 
(6). If goods are stored in areas not covered under the licence, double the rate, specified shall 

be charged from the licensee for the period from the date of storage till such storage is 
regularised or the goods are removed. 

 
(7). Any renewal of the licence issued shall be made only on an application made therefore.  

An application for renewal shall be made at least seven days prior to the date of expiry of 
the licence in case the period of licence is one year or less than one year, and atleast 30 
days prior to the date of expiry of the licence in the case of other licences. Provided that, 
in the event of no order being passed on an application for renewal before the date of 
expiry of the licence, the same shall continue to be valid on the terms and conditions 
specified therein till orders are passed on the application for renewal. 

 
(8).    License(Storage) fee / Demurrage charges shall be payable on the packing materials 

such as gunny bags/pallet which are not cleared as soon as the cargo is 
exported/Imported and are remaining in the port beyond one day of the date of complete 
shipment/discharge of cargo. 

 
(9). 'Goods stacked beyond the prescribed period admissible as per Licence issued and not 

renewed by the Port will attract double the rate already applicable for Licence (storage) 
fee' from the date following the date of expiry of Licence. 

 
3.4. License (Storage) Fee for Marshalling Yard 
 

Sl. No. Particulars Unit Rate in ` 

A. Covered Space   

1. First slab of 3 days or part thereof per 10 sq. mtrs. 100.00 

2. Second slab of 3 days or part thereof per 10 sq. mtrs. 150.00 

3. Third slab of 3 days or part thereof per 10 sq. mtrs. 200.00 

4. Fourth slab of 3 days or part thereof per 10 sq. mtrs. 250.00 

5. Fifth slab of 3 days or part thereof per 10 sq. mtrs. 300.00 

6. Thereafter for every subsequent slab of 3 days or 
part thereof 

per 10 sq. mtrs. 350.00 

B. Open Space Available 9600 Sq. Mtrs.   

1. First slab of 3 days or part thereof per sq. mtr. 1.00 

2. Second slab of 3 days or part thereof per sq. mtr. 1.50 

3. Third slab of 3 days or part thereof per sq. mtr. 2.00 

4. Fourth slab of 3 days or part thereof per sq. mtr. 2.50 

5. Fifth slab of 3 days or part thereof per sq. mtr. 3.00 

6. Thereafter for every subsequent slab of 3 days or 
part thereof 

per sq. mtr. 3.50 



   

 
 

 
Notes: 

 
(i).  The above rates are applicable for both export and import of cargo. 
 
(ii). Only rail borne cargo is entitled for this facility. 
 
(iii).  Ships at berths will avail priority. 
 
(iv).  The above rates are for bagging activities only. 
 
(v). Allotment will initially be for first 3 days only and renewable for subsequent slabs. 
 

Rail borne bulk cargo without bagging or any other value addition activities will be entitled 
to 24 hours of free period from the time of storage admission/landing of the first 
consignment.  Thereafter, rates as per above slabs will be applicable." 

 
 

CHAPTER – IV 

 

CONTAINER RELATED CHARGES 
 
4.1.  CHARGES FOR SPECIAL SERVICES TO REEFER CONTAINERS 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars 

Rate per connection per 4 hours or part thereof 

Up to 20’ 
length (in `) 

Above 20’ length 
but up to 40’ 

(in `) 

Above 40’ 
length  
(in `) 

1. Charges for electrical and other 
installation provided by the port 
including the charges for electricity   
consumed and monitoring the 
reefer containers. 

106.00 159.00 212.00 

 
 
4.2.   CHARGES FOR HANDLING CONTAINERS USING MECHANICAL APPLIANCES 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Rate per container per 
operation (in `) 

Foreign Coastal 

1. Loaded container upto 20’ in length. 443.00 265.80 

2. Loaded container above 20’ and upto 40’ in length. 664.50 398.70 

3. Loaded container above 40’ in length. 886.00 531.60 

4. Empty container upto 20’ in length. 153.00 91.80 

5. Empty container above 20’ and upto 40’ in length. 229.50 137.70 

6. Empty container above 40’ in length. 306.00 183.60 

7. 
  

For handling ICD containers from Railway Flat, and 
placement from Trailer to Berth and from Berth to 
Trailer. (For Each Operation.) 

  

(i). Loaded container upto 20’ in length. 224.00 134.40 

(ii). Loaded container above 20’ and upto 40’ in length. 336.00 201.60 

(iii). Loaded container above 40' length. 448.00 268.80 

(iv). Empty container upto 20’ in length. 77.00 46.20 

(v). Empty container above 20’ and upto 40’ in length. 115.50 69.30 

(vi). Empty container above 40' length. 154.00 92.40 

 
 
 
 



   

 
 

Notes: 
 
 

(1). The charges prescribed above are payable per crane requisitioned by each applicant and 
supplied by the Port. 

 
(2). Premium to the extent of 25% on handling charges to be levied in case of hazardous 

containers. 
 
(3). Handling charge for transhipment container will be restricted to 150% of the charges 

prescribed for normal container for single operations i.e. loading or unloading.  In case of 
coastal transhipment containers, handling charges will be calculated with reference to 
applicable handling charge for coastal container for normal handling operation in loading 
or unloading cycle. 

 

(4). A container from foreign port landing at the VOCPT for subsequent transhipment to an 
Indian Port on a coastal voyage or vice versa would be charged at 50% of the 
transhipment charge prescribed for foreign-going vessel and 50% of that prescribed for the 
coastal category. 

 
 
4.3.  SCHEDULE OF STORAGE RENT ON EMPTY AND LOADED CONTAINERS. 
 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Period of 
Occupation 

(Rate per container per day or part thereof) 

Foreign-going vessels Coastal vessels 

1. INSIDE THE 
SECURITY WALL 

Upto 20’ 
in length 
(in US $) 

Above 
20’ in 
length 

but upto 
40’ 

(in US $) 

Above 
40’ in 
length 

(in US $) 

Upto 20’ 
in length 

(in `) 

Above 
20’ in 
length 

but upto 
40’ 

(in `) 

Above 
40’ in 
length 
(in `) 

(i). For Import and 
Export Containers 

      

 (a). For the first 5 
days 

Free Free Free Free Free Free 

 (b). From 6
th
 to 

15
th
 day 

0.75 1.50 2.25 32.60 65.20 97.80 

 (c). From 16
th
 to 

22
nd

 day 
3.00 6.00 9.00 130.40 260.75 391.15 

 (d). Thereafter 5.80 11.60 17.40 252.05 504.15 756.20 

(ii). For Transhipment 
Containers 

      

 (a). For the first 15 
days (including 
the date of 
landing) 

Free Free Free Free Free Free 

 (b). From 16
th
 to 

30
th
 day 

4.00 8.00 12.00 173.85 347.70 521.50 

 (c). Thereafter 6.00 12.00 18.00 260.75 521.50 782.30 

2. OUTSIDE THE 
SECURITY WALL 

      

 Stacked in the 
Marshalling yard 
and /or in any 
other area (From 
the date of 
stacking) 

0.75 1.50 2.25 32.60 65.20 97.80 

 
 
 



   

 
 

Notes: 
 
(1).  The period of free days shall run concurrently with the free period of PSA SICAL 

TERMINAL and not consecutively. 
 
(2). Premium to the extent of 25% on storage charges to be levied in case of hazardous 

containers. 
 
(3). Free dwell-time (storage) period for import containers shall commence from the day after 

the day of landing of the container.  On expiry of the free period, storage rent shall be 
levied upto the time of delivery.   

 
For export containers the free period shall commence from the time the container enters 
the terminal. On expiry of the free storage period, storage rent shall be calculated upto the 
time the container leaves the yard.  The charges shall be calculated on a 24 hour basis. 

 
(4). Transhipment \ Re-export laden and empty containers 
 

(i). The free storage rent period shall commence from the time of completion of 
discharge after the first carrier to the time of berthing of the second carrier.  If the 
storage period exceeds the free period, the storage rent shall be calculated after 
the expiry of the free period upto the time of lift on.  The charges shall be 
calculated on a 24-hour basis.  

 
(ii). In case of containers, the transhipment status shall be extended only to loaded 

containers. Empty containers meant for other Ports, if landed at Tuticorin shall not 
be considered as transhipment. Containers that are de-stuffed within the security 
gate shall also not be treated as transhipment containers.  

 
(iii). The concession of transhipment to loaded container shall be withdrawn, if the 

loaded container goes out of the transit area. 
 
 
4.4.  DEMURRAGE CHARGES FOR CONTAINERISED CARGO 
 
4.4.1.  Containerised Import Cargo 
 

  

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit 
Rate per day 

(in `) 

 (From the date of destuffing) Per tonne or part 
thereof 

  

1. First 3 days  - do - Free 

2. For the next 6 days or part thereof. - do - 1.85 

3. For the next 6 days or part thereof. - do - 3.20 

4. Thereafter for every 6 days or part 
thereof. 

- do - 6.35 

 
 
4.4.2. Containerised Export Cargo  
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit 
Rate per day 

(in `) 

1. First 15 days  Per tonne or part 
thereof 

Free 

2. For the next 6 days or part thereof. - do - 1.20 

3. For the next 6 days or part thereof. - do - 2.35 

4. Thereafter for every 6 days or part 
thereof. 

- do - 4.70 

 



   

 
 

Notes: 
 
(1). For the purpose of calculation of free period, Customs holidays and the port’s non–

operating days shall be excluded. 
 
(2). The stuffed cargo removed from the container and cargo meant for stuffing in the 

container stacked in transit area other than the space allotted on lease for that purpose, 
will be liable for demurrage as applicable to other cargo specified as below: 

 
 (i).  Containerised Import cargo: 
  For purpose of demurrage, the free days for such import cargo released with from 

the container shall count from the date following the date of release of the import 
cargo from containers. 

  
 (ii).  Containerised Export cargo: 
 For purpose of demurrage, the free days for such export cargo shall be reckoned 

from the date on which cargo is admitted in the transit area and demurrage 
leviable, if any, shall be computed from the day following the completion of free 
days till such cargo has been stuffed into containers. 

 
(3). The storage charges on abandoned FCL containers/shipper owned containers shall be 

levied upto the date of receipt of intimation of abandonment in writing or 75 days from the 
day of landing of the container, whichever is earlier subject to the following conditions: 

 
(i). The consignee can issue a letter of abandonment at any time.   
  
(ii).   If the consignee chooses not to issue such letter of abandonment, the container 

Agent/MLO can also issue abandonment letter subject to the condition that, 
 

(a). the Line shall resume custody of container along  with cargo and either 
take back it or remove it from the port premises; and  

 
(b). the line shall pay all port charges accrued on the cargo and container 

before resuming custody of the container. 
 

(iii). The container Agent /MLO shall observe the necessary formalities and bear the 
cost of transportation and destuffing. In case of their failure to take such action 
within the stipulated period, the storage charge on container shall be continued to 
be levied till such time all necessary actions are taken by the shipping lines for 
destuffing the cargo. 

 
(iv). Where the container is seized/confiscated by the Custom Authorities and the same 

cannot be destuffed within the prescribed time limit of 75 days, the storage charges 
will cease to apply from the day the Custom order release of the cargo subject to 
lines observing the necessary formalities and bearing the cost of transportation 
and destuffing. Otherwise, seized/confiscated containers should be removed by 
the line/consignee from the port premises to the Customs bonded area and in that 
case the storage charge shall cease to apply from the day of such removal.                            

 
General Notes for schedule 4.1. to 4.4. 
 
(1).     Cargo in containers originally manifested at the Port of shipment landed at wharf for 

transhipment shall be charged single wharfage dues payable on landing. 
 
(2).   General manifest must be produced immediately to the authorised port official for 

verification by a test cheek of stuffed cargo in container brought for transhipment. 
 
(3).   The applicant shall accept all risks and responsibilities for goods stored at the rental 

space so allotted, and shall make his own arrangements for security of the goods stored 
in such spaces. 



   

 
 

(4). Hire charges for port machineries and appliances whenever utilised by the shipper will be 
charged separately according to the rates prescribed in the Scale of Rates. 

 
(5).      Storage charge on container/demurrage charges on cargo shall not accrue for the period 

when the VOCPT is not in a position to deliver/ship cargo when requested by the user. 
 
(6). If operational area is leased on rental to users, storage charges on container/demurrage 

on cargo stored therein shall not be levied again. 
 

 
CHAPTER – V 

 
MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES 

 
 

5.01. SCHEDULE OF WEIGHMENT CHARGES for ZONE ‘A’ AND ‘B’ 
 

Sl. No. Particulars Unit 
Rate 
(in `) 

1. Weighment Charges for Zone A and B. Per tonne 2.95 
(subject to a minimum of 

`35.00) 

 

Note: 
The weighment charges shall be levied on the total weight of the cargo weighed by the port on the 
weighbridges or weighing scales under each application for weighment, duly rounded off to the 
next higher tonne.  
 
5.02.1. CHARGES FOR OCCASSIONAL USE OF WHARF CRANES, OTHER CRANES AND 

FORK LIFT TRUCK  
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Foreign/Others 
(in `) 

***Coastal 
(in `) 

1. Upto 1 tonne Per tonne 
per hoist 

per 
package 

17.00 10.20 

2. Over 1 tonne and upto 5 tonnes. -do- 28.00 16.80 

3. Over 5 tonnes and upto 10 tonnes -do- 42.00 25.20 

4. Over 10 tonnes and upto 15 tonnes. -do- 70.00 42.00 

5. Over 15 tonnes and upto 30 tonnes -do- 140.00 84.00 

6. Over 30 tonnes. -do- 315.00 189.00 

 
*** The rates prescribed in column 4 shall be applicable for coastal cargo and containers eligible 
for concessional tariff, for ship-shore transfer, transfer from / to quay and to / from storage yard. 
 
5.02.2. CHARGES FOR HIRE OF GRAB FOR WHARF CRANE AND OTHER MECHANICAL 

APPLIANCES TO MASTERS, OWNERS OR AGENTS OF VESSEL 
  

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Foreign/Others 
(in `) 

***Coastal 
(in `) 

1.  10 Tonne Grab wharf crane Per shift 1912.00 1147.20 

2.  10 Tonne Grab wharf crane Per half shift 956.00 573.60 

3.  20 Tonne Grab wharf crane Per shift 9636.00 5781.60 

4. 20 Tonne Grab wharf crane Per half shift 4818.00 2890.80 

 
*** The rates prescribed in column 4 shall be applicable for coastal cargo and containers eligible 
for concessional tariff, for ship-shore transfer, transfer from / to quay and to / from storage yard. 

 



   

 
 

Notes: 
 
(1). Berth hire includes cranage component and hence no separate charges will be levied for 

wharf crane provided by the port (subject to availability) for loading and unloading of cargo 
from vessels including barges and lighters. The charges for use of grab will, however, be 

collected as prescribed in the above schedule. 
 
(2).  The cranes or equipment provided shall not be used for purposes other than that for 

which application was made. 
 
 
5.03. CHARGES FOR HIRE OF CRANES, FORK LIFT TRUCK AND OTHER MECHANICAL 

APPLIANCES FOR PURPOSE NOT SPECIFIED IN SCHEDULE 5.2. and 5.2.1. 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit. 

Foreign/Others 
Rates per craft/ 

equipment / 
appliance 

(in `) 

***Coastal/ 
Rates per craft/ 

equipment / 
appliance 

(in `) 

1. Mobile Cranes of 10 T at 45’  Per hour 
or part 
thereof. 

1,062.00 637.20 

2. Mobile Cranes of 75 T at 10’, 15T at 
40.’ 

-do- 1,221.00 732.60 

3. Marshall demag Crane. -do- 572.00 343.20 

4. Fork Lift Truck (3 T). -do- 189.00 113.40 

5. Floating Crane. -do- 1,528.00 916.80 

6. Front End Loader 3 tons/7 tons. -do- 614.00 368.40 

7. Wharf Crane    

 (a). Wharf Grab Cranes (20 Tonne) -do- 3308.00 1984.80 

 (b). Wharf Crane (6 tonnes) -do- 3157.00 1894.20 

 (c). Wharf Crane (10 tonnes)  -do- 3424.00 2054.40 

8. Road Roller. -do- 153.00 -- 

9. Fire fighting equipment.    

 (i). For salvage and other purposes. Per hour 
or part 
thereof. 

808.00 -- 

10.  For stand by duties    

 (a). Between 1800 hrs and 2200 
hrs. 

Entire 
period or 

part 
thereof. 

354.00 -- 

  (b). Beyond 2200 hrs to 0600 hrs. Per shift 
or part 
thereof. 

708.00 -- 

11. Penalty for improper use of 
appliance. 

Every 
occasion 

201.00  

 
*** The rates prescribed in column 5 shall be applicable for coastal cargo and containers eligible 
for concessional tariff, for ship-shore transfer, transfer from / to quay and to / from storage yard. 

 
Notes: 
 
(1).  In respect of use of the port machineries outside the port limits, a surcharge of 20 percent 

on the charges prescribed above shall be levied. 
 
(2).   When fire fighting units use foam, the actual cost of foam used in the operation shall be 

charged extra. 
 



   

 
 

(3). (i).   If the requisition of the equipment is not cancelled before 2 hours of the 
commencement of the shift, the charges for the full shift will be recovered.  

 
 (ii). On the Port’s non-operating days, full charges for the period of requisition will be 

recovered if written notice of cancellation is not given during the working hours of 
the day prior to the date of requisition or when the equipment is not fully utilised 
as requisitioned. 

 
(4). While computing the hire charges, the actual hours of work shall be totalled and rounded 

off to the next higher hour after completion of the end of the work. For this purpose the 
time taken by the machinery to move from the yard to work spot and back to the yard will 
be included. 

 
5.04. WAY LEAVE CHARGES: 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit. Rates 
(in `) 

1. Way leave charges for pipelines, overhead wires and 
underground cables. 

Per Sq. mtr. 
per annum. 

1.42 

2. Way leave charges for the conveyor system owned by 
M/s.Tuticorin Thermal Power Station (TTPS)/NTPL/TCTPL, 
Operators of NCB III & IV in the port area on coal moved 
through conveyor. 

Per Sq. mtr. 
per annum. 

1.42 

For underground cables, 50% of the applicable charges shall be levied. 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). Areas chargeable under Way Leave Licence shall be arrived based on the following 

formulae: 
(i). For a single pipe line: 

 Length of the pipe line multiplied by the Diameter (D) of pipe lines plus working 
space of 30 c.m (i.e) A=L+(D+30 cms.) 
 

(ii).  For more than one pipe: 
 Length of the pipeline multiplied by the actual distance (D) between the extreme 
sides of the outer most pipes plus working space of 30 c.ms. (i.e.) A = L (D + 30 
c.ms.) 
 

 (iii).  For pipe line over pedestal: 
Length of the pipeline multiplied by the width (D) of the foundation of the pedastal 
plus working space of 30 c.ms. (i.e.) A = L (D + 30 c.ms.) 
 

 (iv). For overhead wires: 
 Length of the overhead line multiplied by the distance (D) between the extreme 
ends of the longest street on the pole plus working space of 60 c.ms. (i.e.) A = L 
(D + 60 c.ms.) 
 

(v). For underground cables: Length of the cable multiplied by 15.c.ms. for each cable 
laid plus working space of 90 c.ms. (i.e.) for a single cable A = L (15 c.ms. + 90 
c.ms.); for double cable A = L (2 x 15 c.ms. + 90 c.ms.) and so on. 

 
5.05. CHARGES FOR USE OF PORT’S PIPELINES TO TRANSPORT SHIPSTORES, 

BUNKER OIL, ETC., TO SHIPS. 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit 

Rates 

Coastal vessel 
(in `) 

Foreign – 
going vessel 

(in US$) 

1. Charges for use of port’s pipelines to 
transport shipstores, bunker oil, etc., to 
ships  

Per kl. 12.45 0.366 



   

 
 

 
5.06. RENTAL CHARGES FOR ROOMS FOR USE IN CONNECTION WITH SHIPPING 

OPERATION  
 

Sl.  
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates (in `) 

1. Rooms in the I floor of Transit sheds at I&II 
berths of VOC Wharves.  

Per room per 
calendar month 
or part thereof  

460.00 

2. Rooms at the Coal Jetty I and II:   

(i). Rooms of area 8.23 sq.mtr. -do- 460.00 

(ii). Rooms of area 11.20 sq. mtr. -do- 627.00 

3. Room available at additional berths:   

(i). Each Measuring 30 sq. mtr. in Southern 
Side Building 

Per room per 
calendar month 
or part thereof 

979 

(ii). Each measuring 41 sq. mtr. in the ground 
floor at the Northern Buildings. 

-do- 1,305.00 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). The charges prescribed above are inclusive of water charges. 
 
(2).  Electricity charges shall be levied on actual consumption based on the meter reading. 
 
(3). The room will normally be allotted by the VOCPT on request in writing in the order of 

priorities of the dates of receipt of such requests by the parties concerned. 
 
(4).   The allotment of room is subject to cancellation by the authorised official of the VOCPT at 

any time without prior notice and without assigning any reason thereafter. 
 
 
5.07. RENT FOR ALLOTMENT OF ROOM FOR STEAMER AGENTS WITHIN THE 

FORESHORE PREMISES 
 

Sl. No. Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Rent for allotment of Room for steamer agents within 
the foreshore premises. (Inclusive of Water Charges) 

Per month 
per room 

572.00 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). The charges prescribed above are inclusive of water charges. 
 
(2).  Electricity charges shall be levied on actual consumption based on the meter reading. 
 
5.08. RENT FOR OCCUPATION OF COMPARTMENTS IN THE COAL MAZDOOR LINES IN 

THE PORT PREMISES. 
 

Sl. No. Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Rent for occupation of compartments by the coal 
landing contractors for housing the coal labourers 
in the coal mazdoor lines in the foreshore 
premises. 

Per month or part 
thereof for each 
compartment. 

94.00 

 

Note: 
 
The charges prescribed above are inclusive of water charges and electricity charges. 



   

 
 

 
5.09. CHARGES FOR HIRE OF DRY DOCK TO THE OWNERS OF SAILING VESSELS AND 

TO OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS FOR DRY DOCKING THEIR VESSELS 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Dry dock services   

 (i). For docking the vessels.   

               (a). Sailing vessels   
              (b). Floating Crafts. 

Each 
- do - 

4,396.00 
5,522.00 

2. For undocking the vessels - do - 1,062.00 

3. Daily hire charges for the Dry Dock   

              (i). For the first ten days. Per day or part 
thereof 

354.00 

              (ii). From 11th day to 20th day. - do - 525.00 

              (iii). From 21st day and subsequent 
days. 

- do - 708.00 

4. Electricity Charges - do - 12.00 

 

Notes:        
Advance Hire Charges       
 

(i).   For I spell of 10 days. 5,665.00 

(ii).   For II spell of 10 days 2,549.00 

(iii).   For III spell of 10 days. 3,540.00 

 
(1).  Daily hire charges shall be levied excluding the day of docking and undocking of the 

vessels. 
 
(2). The charges prescribed above include the ship weight and pumping charges; but, do not 

include charges for the supply of fresh water, cranes and other facilities. 
 
(3).        (i).   The dry dock in normal cases shall be given only for a period of ten days and 

owners/authorised agents of vessels in dry dock shall endeavour to complete all 
repair within 10 days period. 

 
(ii).  In no case shall the dry dock be kept occupied for more than 30 days. 
 
(iii).   When a vessel of an outside party is in the dry dock and the dry dock facility is 

urgently required for carrying out any emergency repair to the floating craft of the 
Port, the owner / authorised agents of vessel in the dry dock, shall vacate the 
same within seven days from the receipt of a notice to that effect. 

 
(4). On allotment of dry dock the hire charges towards docking, undocking and daily hire 

charges etc., as stipulated above shall be paid in advance before the vessel can be 
placed in the dock. If the vessel is to remain in the dock beyond the initial period of ten 
days, then further hire charges for the second and third spells of 10 days respectively, 
shall be paid in advance, as the case may be. 

 
(5).  In the event of the vessel not being ready to be docked, or not using the dock on the day 

notified for the admission of the vessel into the dock, cancellation charges equivalent to 
the advance paid in respect of any vessel as per provision prescribed in note (4) will be 
charged.  

 
(6).        (i). Prior to the time regulated for the admission of any vessel into the dock, the 

necessary arrangements must be carried out by the hirer on board the vessel in 
consultation with the authorised official of the VOCPT. 

 



   

 
 

(ii).  If on inspection, it is found that necessary arrangements have not been duly 
carried out, the vessel may be refused admission into the dock. In such case all 
expenses incurred by the Port in respect of the docking of such vessel, shall be 
borne by the owners/authorised agents of the vessel and shall be adjusted 
against the advance paid. 

 
 (7).  The bill for the use of dry dock will be furnished to the hirer, after undocking of the vessels, 

who shall pay the balance charges, if any, due to this Port. 
 
(8)  The VOCPT or its employees shall not be liable for delay caused to or any damages 

suffered by a vessel whilst docking or undocking during its stay in the dry dock. 
 
(9). Vessels of the following dimensions can only be dry docked. 

Particulars Feet Metre 

Length 120 36.58 

Breadth 29 8.84 

Draft 6 1.83 

 
(10).  Vessels having a draft of 5 feet 6 inches and above can be docked and undocked only at 

full tides. In case after completion of repairs, a vessel is held up in the dry dock for want 
of sufficient tide, such delays shall be to the account of the owner and he shall pay hire 
charges at the rates applicable till the vessel is undocked. 

 
(11).  The hirer shall also make good the cost of any damage, repairs or loss to the dock, its 

appurtenances, plant, gear tackle, etc, caused by the vessel arising directly or indirectly in 
the course of the hire. 

 
(12). The hirer of dry dock shall make his own arrangement for watchman duty for the vessels, 

etc., round the clock. 
 
(13).  (i).     The owners of the vessel shall make their own arrangements to carry out repairs 

to their vessels at their cost. 
 

(ii). The facilities of the port’s workshop shall be given on payment of prescribed 
charges only when spare capacity is available in the port workshop for taking up 
repairs. 

 
(14).  Whenever a vessel is docked or undocked outside normal working hours of port’s 

workshop, the over-time charges if any payable to the departmental staff shall be borne 
by the hirers of the dry dock in addition to the usual charges. 

 
(15).  Fire protective measures are to be arranged by the hirers at their cost. 
 
(16).  The hirer should agree to indemnify the port against all claims for compensation by or on 

behalf of any workmen (Coolies or Labourers as the case may be) employed by him in 
connection with the work under execution in the premises of dry dock, for injury or death 
by an accident under the Indian Workmen’s Compensation Act of 1923 and that the 
decision of the Commissioner of Workmen’s Compensation with respect to the amount of 
such indemnity will be accepted as final. 

 
5.10. HIRE CHARGES FOR HIRE OF TOOLS AND PLANTS TO GOVERNMENT 

DEPARTMENTS 

Sl.  
No. 

Particulars Unit 

RATES 

Monthly 
(in `) 

Daily 
(in `) 

1.  200 ton Dumb Barge. Each 30,586.00 1,528.00 

2.  100 ton Mud Punts. -do- 11,894.00 596.00 

3.  Welding Set (Portable). -do- 2,348.00 118.00 

4.  Fire Service Trailer Pump. -do- 2,549.00 130.00 



   

 
 

 
Notes: 
 
(1).  The tools and plant shall be hired out to other Government departments and private 

parties for services within the foreshore under special circumstances and when not 
required for port’s use. 

 
(2).  When the above plants are lent to private parties the hire charges shall be double the 

rates prescribed above. 
 
(3).  The hirer charges shall be paid in advance. If, however, the period exceeds beyond a 

calendar month, the hire charges for each calendar month or part thereof shall be paid in 
advance. 

 
(4).  The period of hire shall be reckoned with from the time the tools / plant leaves the stores 

till it is returned to the said stores. 
 
(5).  All repairs (except due to fair wear and tear) during the periods of hire shall be borne by 

the hirer. The decision of the authorised official of the VOCPT shall be final as to what 
repairs should be borne by the hirer and by the VOCPT. 

 
(6).  The hirer shall bear all charges connected with packing, handling in the stores, 

conveyance and other incidental expenses in connection with the despatch of the said 
tools and plant from the stores and return thereto including freight charges, if any, and 
also erecting and dismantling charges. If during the period of hire it is found necessary to 
send the said tools and plant to the port’s workshop and or other outside workshop for 
repairs, all conveyance and incidental charges to and fro shall be borne by the hirer. 

 
 
5.11. LICENCE FEES 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Cooper Licence   
(i). For basket carriers Each calendar year or 

part thereof for each 
35.00 

(ii). For basket and casks -do- 35.00 

(iii). For issue of duplicate licence 
when the original is defaced as to be 
illegible or is lost. 

Each occasion 18.00 

2. Penalty for non-renewal of Licence. Each 18.00 

 
Notes: 
 
(1).  Failure to apply for renewal of the licence one month before the expiry thereof may entail 

cancellation of the licence or levy of a penalty per licence in addition to the usual licence 
fee. 

 
(2).  Refund for unexpired period of licence will not be allowed. 

 
5.12. CHARGES FOR ISSUE OF PHOTO PERMITS 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. For issue of fresh photo permit Each. 35.00 

2. For the renewal of photo permit. -do- 35.00 

3. For issue of a duplicate permit. -do- 47.00 

4. Penalty for non renewal of permit, and issue of duplicate 
permit to employees 

-do- 18.00 



   

 
 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). (i). The employees of the port shall be issued fresh permit at the time of appointment 

free of charge and the same shall also renewed every three years thereafter free 
of charge. 

 (ii).  In case the permit issued free of charge to the employee of the VOCPT is lost or 
defaced, duplicate permit may be issued on payment of charges as prescribed in 
the schedule.  

 
(2).  The charges once paid as per this schedule shall not be refunded in any case eventhough 

claim is received for the refund prior to the preparation and issue of fresh or duplicate 
permits or prior to the renewal of the permits by the Port. 

 
 
5.13. CHARGES FOR THE ISSUE OF TEMPORARY PASSES. 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Charges for the issue of temporary passes for admission to 
the Harbour. (Either at Zone A or Zone B) 

Per head 12.00 

 
Notes: 
 
(1).  The payment of the charge will not automatically entitle to get a pass. 
 
(2).  Temporary passes issued to distinguished persons, officials and others visiting the port 

shall be exempted from the levy of this charge. 
 
(3). The validity of Daily Pass is 24 Hours from the time of entry. 
 
(4). The temporary entry permit beyond 24 hours will be issued @ `50/- per permit for 15 days 

and `100/- for period beyond 15 days and up to 30 days and the maximum period of 

temporary entry permit is restricted to 30 days. 
 
 
5.14.  CHARGES FOR TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS OR SHOOTING OF FILMS IN THE 

HARBOUR PREMISES 
 

Sl. 
No 

Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Shooting of film by film making company or 
private parties (Inside Green Gate) 

Per calendar 
day or part 

thereof 

 
25,000.00

(Day) 

 
37,500.00 

(Night) 

2. Shooting of film by film making company or 
private parties (Outside Green Gate) 

Per calendar 
day or part 

thereof 

 
20,000.00 

(Day) 

 
30,000.00 

(Night) 

3. For still photographs of export/import cargoes. - do - 550.00 

4. Taking videography related to operational 
activities. 

- do - 2,450.00 

5. Taking photography related to operational 
activities. 

- do - 280.00 

6. Taking photographs of the parties or of the crew 
on board, the ships and in case not covered in 
case (1) to (4) above. 

Each time 
each party 

60.00 

 
Notes: 
 
(1).    (i). The charges prescribed above shall be paid in advance and no refund of such 

payment shall be allowed for any failure/ cancellation of the programme. 



   

 
 

 
(ii).  If the cancellation of programme is at the instance of the Port the charges paid 

shall be refunded, subject to claim in time. 
 

(2).  The hire charges for any craft and/or appliance of the Port, if any, that are supplied and 
used by the film making company or by those taking photographs shall be levied as per 
the rates prescribed in the Scale of Rates in addition to charges payable under this 
schedule. 

 
 
5.15.1.  FEES FOR SALVAGE OF GOODS 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Advalorem Rate 
in % 

Minimum charges 
(in `) 

1. Less than `10,000. - 1540.00 

2. `10,000 and more but less than `20,000. 12 1965.00 

3. `20,000 and more but less than `50,000. 7 2670.00 

4. `50,000 and more. 5 3695.00 

 

 

5.15.2.  FEES FOR SERVICES OF DIVERS 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 

Up to a maximum of 4 hours 
(in `) 

Above 4 
hours 
(in `) 

1. Weekdays.   Per hour 767.00 
(subject to a minimum of `1,487.00) 

1,198.00 

2. Sundays and port’s 
non-operating days. 

Per hour 1,133.00 
(subject to a minimum of `2,266.00) 

1,699.00 

 
General notes relating to schedule 5.15.1. and 5.15.2. 
 
(1). The charges include the cost of ordinary diver’s charges but are exclusive of any special 

charges which may be necessary in certain cases, such as the use of tugs, barges or 
other craft which will be charged at actual cost or at the rates prescribed in the Scale of 
Rates, as the case may be. In case of goods liable to damage by water, the advalorem 
percentage prescribed above shall be recovered on the sale value or Customs valuation, 
as the case may be. 

 
(2). The diver’s charges shall be levied in all cases of diving work carried out on special 

requisitions for the services, of the Port Diver irrespective of the results of search or 
examinations by the divers. Where a search is undertaken for recovery of goods lost over 
board and such goods are recovered, charges as per salvage shall be levied. 

 
(3). When a diving boat is towed by a launch, the towage charges shall be levied extra. 
 
 
5.16. LICENCE FEE FOR ENTRY OF VEHICLES / EQUIPMENT: 
 

                 
 

Sl. 
No. 

 
 

Particulars  

 
 

Unit 

Rates (in `) 

Entry into Check 
Post I and II 
(excluding inside 
the Security Wall) 
Zone A and B 

Entry into Check Post 
I and II (including 
inside the Security 
Wall) Zone A and B 

1. (a). Hand Carts-Per day Each 3.00 3.75 

 (b). Hand Carts- Per annum Each 75.00 93.75 

2. (a). Animal Carts-Per day Each 3.00 3.75 



   

 
 

 (b). Animal Carts-Per annum Each 150.00 187.50 

3. Passenger Carriers – Per day Each 15.00 18.75 

4. (a). Carrier of goods- Per day Each 15.00 18.75 

 (b). Carrier of goods - Per annum Each 1,800.00 2,250.00 

5. (a). Private  Cargo  Handling           
Equipment - Per day 

Each  
120.00 150.00 

 (b). Private  Cargo  Handling 
Equipment -Per month 

Each 
1,875.00 2,343.75 

 (c). Private  Cargo  Handling           
Equipment - Per half year 

Each 
9,000.00 11,250.00 

 (d). Private  Cargo  Handling 
Equipment -Per annum 

Each 
16,920.00 21,150.00 

6. Issue of duplicate licence against 
1 to 3 

Each 
60.00 75.00 

7. Issue of duplicate licence against 
4 and 5 

Each 
90.00 112.50 

8. All light vehicles viz. two 
wheelers, three wheelers, cars, 
vans etc. per Annum 

Each 
------ 10.00 

 
Notes: 

 
(1). Hand craft and Animal carts shall be required to pay the licence fee only for entry into the 

Security Wall in Zone A and Zone B. 
 
(2). The following vehicles will be exempted from the payment of licence fee: 
 

(i). Vehicles belonging to  
 

(a). V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust and other Major port trusts and  
 
(b). Tuticorin Thermal Power Project. 

The above vehicles should obtain general or specific permission from the 
concerned head of the department of the port trust or the Traffic Manager 
of the port trust.  
 

(ii). Regular route buses and school buses. 
 
(iii). All vehicles carrying household goods to and from residence of the Harbour 

colony and other residences located inside the check gates. 
 

 (3). Conditions for issue of licences: 
 

(i). Licences issued for a day shall be called temporary licence. 
 
(ii). The payment of licence fee will not automatically entitle the owner of a vehicle / 

equipment for entering the zones. 
 
(iii). No refund is permissible for the charges once paid and of the unexpired period of 

licence. 
 
(iv). Whenever damage to the port’s property is caused by any vehicle / equipment 

plying within the port premises, the owner of the vehicle / equipment shall accept 
liability thereof and pay the damages resulting there from and the port reserves 
the right to suspend the operation of the licence issued or the issue of the licence 
to the owner or agent of the vehicle / equipment until such damage is made good. 

 
(v). The port reserves the right to refuse a licence or cancel a licence issued without 

assigning any reasons. 



   

 
 

 
(4). 10% of actual cost is fixed as a penalty for late submission of application for renewal of 

Licence. 
 
(5). The rates in respect of Sl.No.5 will be applicable for all other heavy duty equipment(s) not 

specified in the Schedule. Also the rates will be applicable for engaging private grabs. 
 
(6). The Unit “Day” for Licence Fee the daily pass means 24 Hours from the time of entry. 
 
 
5.17. PASSENGER TOLL AND CHARGES FOR VARIOUS TYPES OF VEHICLES 

ACCOMPANYING PASSENGERS 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates (in `) 

1. Passenger Toll.   

 (i). For II and III class  Each 30.00 

 (ii). For Deluxe cabin and I class.  53.00 

2. Charges for vehicles accompanying passengers.   

 (i). Motorcycles, scooters, mopeds, cycles fitted with motors and 
other powered two wheeled vehicles. 

- do - 41.00 

 (ii). Motor cars. - do - 319.00 

 (iii). Motor vehicles like tourist car, vans on wheels. - do - 537.00 

 (iv). Motor vehicles like buses, dumpers and lorries. - do - 850.00 

 
Notes: 
 
(1). The passenger toll shall be levied on all deck and cabin passengers disembarking and 

embarking at the Port. 
 
(2). Defence personnel other than civil staff moving on duty disembarking and embarking at 

the port shall be exempted from the payment of the passenger toll. 
 
 
5.18. ISSUE OF DUPLICATE COPY OF BILLS AND RECEIPTS, ETC. 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Issue of duplicate copy of bills and receipts etc., Each 50.00 

 
 
5.19. CHARGES FOR HIRE OF WOODEN LOGS TO SAILING VESSELS. 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Unit Rates 
(in `) 

1. Charges for hire of wooden logs to sailing vessels.  Per day 70.00 

 
 
5.20. CHARGES FOR USE OF HARBOUR MOBILE CRANES INSTALLED BY THE PRIVATE 

OPERATORS: 
  

(I).  For Dry Bulk Cargo 
 

Average daily crane performance  
(in Metric Tonne) 

Ceiling rate per tonne (in  `)  

Foreign Coastal 

9500-10499 31.72 19.03 

10500-11499 33.59 20.15 

11500-12499 35.46 21.28 

12500 37.33 22.40 



   

 
 

12501-13500 39.20 23.52 

13501-14500 41.07 24.64 

14501 – 15500 42.94 25.76 

 
Note:  To calculate the incremental ceiling rates as shown above, the base rate was 

enhanced to 105% for first thousand tonnes and for the 2
nd

 thousand tonnes the 
rate was enhanced to 110% of the base rate. The rate for third thousand tonnes 
was arrived by enhancing the base rate by 115%. The same methodology shall 
also be adopted to calculate the rate beyond 15500 tonnes.  Likewise, ceiling 
rates for performance below 9500 tonnes shall be calculated by reducing the base 
rate accordingly. 

 
(II). For Break-bulk cargo: 

 
(A). Steel and Bagged Cargo 
 

Average daily crane 
performance (in Metric tonne) 

Ceiling rate per tonne (in  `) 

Foreign Coastal 

5000-5999 73.91  
44.35 

6000 77.80 46.68 

6001-7000 81.69 49.01 

 
Note:  To calculate the incremental ceiling rates as shown above, the base rate was 

enhanced to 105% for first thousand tonnes. The same methodology shall also be 
adopted to calculate the rate beyond 7000 tonnes. Likewise, ceiling rates for 
performance below 5000 tonnes shall be calculated by reducing the base rate 
accordingly. 

 
(B). Others 
 

Average daily crane 
performance (in Metric tonne) 

Ceiling rate per tonne (in  `) 

Foreign Coastal 

2750-3749 118.32 70.99 

3750 124.55 74.73 

3751-4750 130.78 78.47 

 

Note:  To calculate the incremental ceiling rates as shown above, the base rate was 
enhanced to 105% for first thousand tonnes. The same methodology shall also be 
adopted to calculate the rate beyond 4750 tonnes. Likewise, ceiling rates for 
performance below 2750 tonnes shall be calculated by reducing the base rate 
accordingly. 

Notes: 
 
  (i). The formula for calculation of average berth-day out put is as follows: 

 
        Total Quantity loaded / unloaded by the HMC  

                                           ------------------------------------------------------------------------------  X 24 hours 
               Total time taken from vessel commencement to completion 

 
(ii). According to the average berth-day output for the vessel from 

commencement to completion of loading / discharge of cargo, the 
appropriate rate of crane hire charge will be chosen for recovery from port 

users for the full quantity of cargo loaded / discharged. 
 

(iii). If one HMC works with another HMC or ELL crane/s, the Berth-day output 
for the crane will be ascertained on the basis of the quantity as recorded 
by the HMC’s load meter.  



   

 
 

 
(iv). In case of breakdown of the crane for more than one hour till the vessel 

leaves the berth, the quantity handled by HMC will be determined taking 
into account cargo loaded / discharged prior to break-down divided by 
crane working hours and multiplied by 24.  

 
(v). In case of stoppages of operation of HMC for more than two hours at a 

stretch for reasons not attributable to the HMC, appropriate allowance will 
be allowed to the crane while calculating the total time of crane operation 
in the vessel.  Stoppages of HMC for less than 2 hours will not be taken 
into consideration for the above purpose.  No allowance will be allowed for 
stoppages attributable to the HMC.  All stoppages in loading / unloading 
operations during working of HMC are required to be certified by the 
Stevedore of the vessel in the daily vessel performance report.  

 
(vi). In case shifting of a vessel becomes necessary due to breakdown / non-

performance of HMC, the shifting charges of the vessel from berth to 
anchorage will be recovered from the crane operator in addition to a 
penalty of Rs.1,00,000/- (Rupees one lakh only).  The shifting charges so 
recovered will be refunded to the vessel’s agent while the penalty will be 
retained by the port.  

 
(vii). In case of dispute on the average output, the decision of the port trust will 

be final and binding. 
 
 
5.21.  CHARGES FOR RECOVERY OF OVERHEAD EXPENSES FOR SUPPLY OF 

ELECTRICITY BY PORT 
 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Rates 
(in `) 

1. Charges for recovery of overhead expenses for supply of 
electricity by port  

1.15 per unit of 
electricity consumed 

 
 
5.22. PENSION FUND LEVY: 
 

Pension fund levy @ 6.5% on all tariff items except Estate rental & Railway activity will be 
collected by the VOCPT to meet the shortfall in the Pension fund liability. Pension fund 
levy will cease from 1 April 2016. 
 

 
 

CHAPTER – VI  

 
V.O. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST CARGO HANDLING DIVISION LEVY 

 
 

6.1. LEVY FOR SUPPLY OF LABOUR FROM V.O. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST 
CARGO HANDLING DIVISION (VOCPT CHD) FOR CARGO HANDING OPERATIONS 

 
                                       (Rate in ` per metric tonne) 

Sl. No. Description Foreign Vessel Coastal Vessel 

1. All cargoes other than Coal and Salt  46.03 27.62* 

2. Coal at Jetty II 33.74 20.25  
(for coal other than 

thermal coal) 
 

33.74  
(for thermal coal) 



   

 
 

3. Salt 55.24 33.14 

4. For container stuffing and destuffing 
operations  

46.03 46.03 

5. C&F Operation at Transit Shed and 
Ware house etc. levy 

26.69 26.69 

6. For Zone ‘B’ 26.69 16.01* 
 
Note: (1). * Concessional rate for coastal cargo prescribed at Sl. Nos.1 and 6 above will be 

applicable for coastal cargo other than thermal coal, crude including POL, iron ore 
and iron ore pellets. 

 
(2). The per tonne levy prescribed in schedule 6.1. is a consolidated rate and no 

separate worked wages shall be levied for actual deployment of labour from CHD. 
 

 
6.2. PENSION FUND LEVY    

 
Pension fund levy @ `25.10 per M.T. will be collected by the VOCPT to meet the shortfall in the 

Pension fund liability.  The quantum of levy for the subsequent period will be determined on review 
at the end of this tariff cycle. 
 

****** 
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